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DECONSTRUCTIVE BEAUTY
The Smith Center's 
Reilly Gallery has 
recently become 
home to two 
Tibetan Monks, 
who have been 
working to com­
plete a traditional 
sand mandala since 
Monday, Sept. 22. 
Students have the 
opportunity to see 
the work of the 
monks until 
Saturday, Sept. 27, 
when the mandala 
will be blessed and 
ceremoniously 
deconstructed.
Story by John Mango 
on Page 14.
JOHN VAGHF107/The Cowl
Irish Dance Awarded Club Status Students and Faculty Observe Constitution Day
by Allison O’Connor ’10
News Staff
Despite its popularity, Irish dancing is 
not offered or recognized at many colleges 
and universities. But thanks to the enthu­
siasm and determination of several stu­
dents, an Irish Dance Club 
CAMPUS now exists in full force at 
N EWS Providence College.
Originally this organiza­
tion was formed as part of a committee 
within the College’s Gaelic Society. As a 
committee, a few girls would come togeth­
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er to perform a routine at the annual Irish 
Festival sponsored by the Gaelic Society.
Interest increased as more and more 
students became attracted to learning 
and rehearsing the distinct steps and 
techniques of Irish Dance. As a result, a 
separate group began to branch out by 
holding its own meetings and practices 
each week. Beginning with only about a 
dozen members, the group decided to 
break free from the Gaelic Society alto­
gether and initiate the process of form­
ing an independent club. A constitution 
was drafted in the fall of 2005.
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“Starting it was a challenge,” said 
Emily Pierson ’09 Irish Dance Club 
president. “We really had to prove to 
Congress that we could survive as a club 
on our own and not just as a group under 
the Gaelic Society.”
The hard work and determination of 
the girls paid off, as they proved them­
selves capable of great success both on 
and off campus. After a period of near­
ly two years, due to the intricacies of the 
Congressional approval process that 
confront every new organization, the 
Irish dancers finally obtained official 
independence last May. Membership 
has rapidly expanded from its original 
dozen dancers to its current size of over 
40 and counting. It continues to grow 
after acquiring even more new members 
this year at the Involvement Fair held on 
Slavin Lawn, on Sept. 19, and is always 
open for people to join.
“I love that we’re an official club now 
because we are recognized at events,” said 
Kelly Koeth ’10. “When we became a club 
it was as if Congress was showing us their 
respect and we appreciate it very much.”
The Irish Dance Club is separate from 
the other dancing organizations at PC, 
such as the Dance Company and Dance 
Club. At the end of each semester, the 
Irish dancers hold their own performance 
at the Angell Blackfriars Theatre in the 
Smith Center for the Arts. The last show 
was a quick sell-out at the ticket price of 
only $3 for students and $5 for other 
guests. Their popularity is continuing to 
grow on campus. The club has raised $600 
from shows alone throughout the past year, 
according to Maryclaire Henion ’09, vice
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by Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff
POLITICS
Is the Constitution really an immortal 
document? Or are necessary changes need­
ed to ensure democracy in the lives of all 
Americans? A panel that met this week 
asserted the validity of the 
latter through a discussion 
that took place on 
Constitution Day 2008.
On Tuesday, Sept. 22, from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m., four Providence College profes­
sors from the Department of Political 
Science gathered for a discussion about the 
United States Constitution. The panel, 
consisting of William E. Hudson, Ph.D., 
James M. Carlson, Ph.D., Ruth Ben-Artzi, 
Ph.D., and Susan K. McCarthy, Ph.D., 
addressed about 50 students in McPhail’s 
concerning the document.
The discussion took place to celebrate 
Constitution Day, a holiday celebrating the 
U.S. Constitution, it was developed by 
Sen. Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.). Instead of 
solely admiring the Constitution, Hudson 
opened up the discussion with a proposal 
to view it critically.
“We ought to have an event where we do 
what academics like to do—which is critical
analysis—and talk about ways in which [the 
Constitution] may or may not meet our polit­
ical needs of 2008,” said Hudson.
Hudson followed, saying that much of 
the discussion would be inspired from the 
book, A More Perfect Constitution, written 
by Larry J. Sabato, Ph.D., from the 
University of Virginia. After Hudson’s 
introduction, Carlson spoke about one of 
Sabato’s main proposals: a suggested
CONSTITUTION/Page 5
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“Things for Thursday” Presents 
Bingo Game for Grocery Prizes
The latest “Things for Thursday” 
activity offered by the SAIL office last 
week was a student favorite: “Grocery 
Bingo.” Students looking for a free stash 
of food were invited to stop by Slavin 
Lawn and compete for a bag stuffed 
with assorted groceries.
“Every half an hour we played a round 
of bingo,” said Janine Cincotta, graduate 
student and member of the SAIL Office. 
“Contestants got to pick a themed grocery 
bag such as 100 calories, organic, movie 
lover, junk food and breakfast bag. 
Students get to pick whatever they like.”
The game followed all the typical rules 
of bingo but the prizes were more geared 
to the needs of a college student.
Typically a couple of weeks 
after school starts, kids are run­
ning out of groceries. They’re 
on a budget and because of this 
students really respond well.
Janine Cincotta, S.A.I.L. Office
“Typically a couple of weeks after 
school starts, kids are running out of 
groceries,” said Cincotta. “They’re 
on a budget and because of this stu­
dents really respond well [to Grocery 
Bingo]. It’s been a really successful 
event over the years.”
The event is held twice a year in the 
spring and fall semesters.
This year proves to be another busy one for 
the office which plans on having a Henna tat­
too activity for its next event.
Students Discover Academic Habits 
and Learning Styles
This past Thursday, the Office of 
Student Services welcomed Providence 
College students looking for a few aca­
demic tips. The workshop, called “What 
Type of Student Are You?” invited stu­
dents to take an in-depth look at ways to 
improve their performance in schools.
“Students when they reach college just 
need improvements as far as academics 
go,” said Natalie Crawford, graduate 
intern and instructor of the clinic. “Things 
they might need...might be time manage­
ment, speaking skills, or motivation.”
The workshop, which was held on the 
second floor of Phillips Memorial Library, 
was taught to a predominantly male audi­
ence. The students were first asked to list 
five academic strengths and three goals 
they had for their academic career. 
Weaknesses included bad study habits and 
procrastination. A common goal was 
increasing GPA.
The crux of the workshop was an 80 
question, nine category test that helped 
indicate the strengths of the student test 
taker. The answers were ultimately com­
pared to the responses of everyone else 
who had ever taken the test.
The second half of the clinic dealt with 
determining each student’s learning style. The 
online quiz suggested whether the student was 
an auditory, visual, or tactile learning.
“[Students] can be helped in their study 
habits and learning in class,” said Crawford. 
“Then I make [a] recommendation on [how] 
they can become their best.”
—Conor Ferguson ’10
Urban Action Encourages Letter- 
Writing Campaign
On Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008, the lead­
ers of Urban Action (UA) notified its 
members via ANGEL that the program 
might be in store for some drastic 
changes next year.
It was stated in the e-mail that an exec­
utive committee decided to combine all 
summer orientation programs into a single 
program to take place the week before the 
first day of school. Consequently, the UA 
leaders encouraged their members to send 
letters to the administration to show sup­
port for the program.
"--------------------
Absolutely nothing has been
decided in any way, shape, or
form concerning Urban Action.
Sharon Hay, Director of S.A.I.L.
------------------- " 
Sharon Hay, director of the S.A.I.L. 
Office, said that no final decisions have 
been made regarding next year’s UA.
“A decision was approved by the 
College’s cabinet a couple of weeks ago 
to move to a fall orientation model, but 
we are still in the infancy of planning 
and have no details to share at this 
time,” Hay said. “Absolutely nothing 
has been decided in any way, shape, or 
form concerning Urban Action.”
John Michael Butterfield ’09, one of
____________September 25, 2008 
this year’s UA student coordinators, said 
that he was disappointed that no UA stu­
dent representatives are involved in the 
decision-making process. Hay, however, 
said that the UA coordinators are not 
being kept out of the loop entirely.
“I am keeping the student coordina­
tors apprised of the situation and will 
continue to do so,” she said.
Butterfield said that this year’s Urban 
Action, which took place from 
Wednesday, Aug. 27, to Saturday, Aug. 
30, was a great success. With 160 fresh­
man participants, 25 upperclassman 
leaders, and two work sites, Butterfield 
said that student participants in UA 
become like a close-knit family.
"-------------------------
Urban Action has a similar feel
to orientation but it is much
more personal.
John Michael Butterfield ’09
------------------- " 
“Urban Action has a similar feel to 
orientation, but it is much more person­
al,” he said.
Butterfield said he thinks it would be 
ideal if UA took place before the fresh­
man orientation. However, no decisions 
have been made yet regarding the issue.
An update on the situation will be cov­
ered in next week’s issue of The Cowl.
—RickKurker ’09
SECURITY TIP OF THE WEEK
It takes three elements for you to become the victim of a crime
1) THE PERSON COMMITTING THE ACT HAS THE DESIRE 
TO DO IT
2) THE PERSON COMMITTING THE ACT HAS THE ABILITY 
TO Do IT
3) YOU GIVE THE OPPORTUNITY
TAKE AWAY THE OPPORTUNITY
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into 
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error 
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will 
be printed as necessary on page 2.
and you won’t become a victim of a crime 
here at Providence College!
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Featured Teacher: Stretter Brings Medieval Knowledge
by Kylie Lacey ’ll
News Staff
Robert P. Stretter, Ph.D. has made a trip 
to join the faculty at Providence College. 
Stretter taught at Yeshiva College in New 
York before coming to PC. He has also
 taught at several other uni- 
NEW versities including Pacific 
FACULTY Union College in northern 
| California and at Trinity 
College in Hartford, Corm.
Stretter graduated from the University of 
Virginia, where he received his doctorate.
Stretter’s frequent moving during his 
professional career mirrors his childhood, 
during which he lived everywhere from 
the San Francisco Bay area to Ohio to 
Washington, D.C.
“My father was a Protestant minister, so 
we moved wherever he could find a job 
preaching,” Stretter said.
Of Stretter’s previous jobs, it appears to 
him that Yeshiva College is the starkest 
contrast in comparison to PC.
“Manhattan was great,” he said. “I 
lived in Washington Heights, which was 
three blocks away from the Cloisters. 
Sometimes I would just go there and 
grade papers.”
The Cloisters is an art museum that is 
dedicated to showcasing the art and 
architecture of Europe during the 
Middle Ages. Stretter’s speciality is the 
Middle Ages, particularly the works of 
Geoffry Chaucer and instances of male 
friendship in literature—his close prox­
imity to the New York landmark 
inspired him.
“New York was bustling with cultural 
activity,” he said. “Compared to Rhode 
Island, there was obviously more to do. 
However, even Providence has more cul­
ture events and happenings than I could 
possibly attend.”
Stretter said he enjoys downtown 
Providence, and appreciates the slower 
pace and less financially-straining city.
His main attraction to PC was the 
College’s comfortable atmosphere. He 
feels he performs his best work in a small 
liberal arts environment.
SARA SPIRiTO ’10/The Cowl
Robert Stretter, Ph. D., a new professor in the Department of English, talks about 
his experiences at PC and his life before arriving.
“I ended up teaching on the East Coast 
because that is clearly where the best liber­
al arts colleges are,” he said.
He also attributes PC’s Catholic tradition 
as the reason for its liberal arts reputation.
“The Catholic faith has a strong tradi­
tion of teaching and emphasizing the 
importance of education,” he said. “I think 
that the fact that PC is a Catholic college is 
part of the reason why it is such a great lib­
eral arts school.”
Stretter teaches in both the Development 
of Western Civilization Program and the 
Department of English.
“I’m teaching on Team C of first-year 
DWC, and I love it,” he said. “When I 
get to hear the other professors lecture, 
it’s so cool. I feel like I’m going back to 
school and hearing about all these things 
I haven’t studied for a long time.”
Stretter’s second class is the History of 
English Language, a 300-level course.
“We’re studying the Vikings current­
ly,” he said. “What I enjoy about this 
course is that it’s very focused and 
highly specialized. Obviously, the 
DWC class is much broader. It pro­
vides a much bigger scope. It’s nice to 
have the balance of the two classes— 
the one being [broader] and the other 
more focused.”
Next semester, Stretter is teaching a 
class on Chaucer, for which he is very 
excited. Stretter’s love of Chaucer was 
revealed in his doctoral dissertation, 
which discussed idealized male friend­
ship, in Chaucer’s Knight’s Tale, and 
Shakespeare’s play Two Noble 
Kinsmen, the latter of which is a 
dramatization of the former.
Stretter said his impression of the PC 
student body is positive, noting one main 
difference between PC and his most recent 
teaching position.
“Yeshiva College was an all-male, 
Jewish school,” he said. “It’s nice to have 
the female perspective back in the class­
room. That’s a dynamic I appreciate.”
PC students are also bright and engaged, 
according to Stretter.
“The students here are respectful and 
intellectually curious,” he said. “They real­
ly involve themselves in their texts.”
Hoping this enthusiasm isn’t simply 
because students are fresh from the sum­
mer recess, Stretter said he hopes the stu­
dents stay motivated.
“My students have been great, and I hope 
they stay as interested as they have been,” he 
said. “My DWC students have truly been 
resilient with the five-day schedule.”
Currently, Stretter has had three arti­
cles published, including “Rewriting 
Perfect Friendship in Chaucer’s 
‘Knight’s Tale’ and Lydgate’s ‘Fabula 
Duorum Mercatorum.’” This article dis­
cusses the bond of male friendship in 
opposition to courtly love, and which 
bond proves more important.
Also, Stretter has published “Cicero on 
Stage: Damon and Pithias and the Fate of 
Classical Friendship in English 
Renaissance Drama,” another article about 
male friendship, which details the imprac- 
ticality of the average man attaining such a 
perfect level of friendship.
Stretter will continue publishing during 
his time at PC. He is currently working on 
getting his first book published, a work 
entitled Other Selves: Theorizing 
Friendship from Chaucer to Shakespeare.
“I have a full draft of the book, and am 
in the process of editing,” he said. “I have 
about half of it revised.”
He hopes to have the book published 
in about two years, though he knows 
the process of publishing a book by an 
academic press is tedious.
“You can send your manuscript to 
only one academic press at a time,” he 
said. “They respond if they are interest­
ed or not, and then have sample readers 
view it and request changes they would 
like to see. So the whole process can 
take quite a while.”
Overall, Stretter insists that he’s very 
happy to be at PC.
“Providence is definitely a more wel­
coming city than New York!” he said. 
“I’m grateful to everyone for how nice 
they’ve been.”
Stretter insists he’s still in the honey­
moon phase of enjoying his job and enjoy­
ing Providence.
“If people, the students and the adminis­
tration, are always as nice as they are now, 
I know I will enjoy working here.”
Dancers: Infusing the College With Irish Flair
continued from front page
president and founding member of Irish 
Dance Club.
Regular performances are also held at 
other Providence College events such as 
Freshman Parents Weekend, Upperclassmen 
Parents Weekend, -Gaelic Society’s Irish 
Festival, and at coffee house nights in 
McPhail’s sponsored by the Board of 
Programmers (BOP).
" -------------------
We’re talking about trying to 
start a type of local after-school 
program that would include 
members committing them­
selves to teaching local chil­
dren dance for an hour a week
Emily Pierson ’09
------------------- "
“It is so exciting to see how crowded 
McPhail’s will get when we have shows 
there,” said Susan Bendemagel ’ll.
The talents of the Irish Dance Club 
even extend beyond campus and into 
the local Rhode Island community. 
Aside from already donating admission 
money raised from shows to charities 
such as the 1% Campaign, they make 
tremendous efforts to personally share 
their talents throughout the area. 
Dances are frequently performed at 
places such as the elderly nursing home 
facility Elmhurst Extended Care, Ri Ra 
Irish Pub and Restaurant, and local ele­
mentary schools. The group is always 
on the lookout for new performance 
opportunities and new ideas to broaden 
their presence at PC and in the larger 
Providence community.
“This year we’re talking about trying to 
start a type of local after-school program that 
would include members committing them­
selves to teaching local children dance for an 
hour a week,” said Pierson.
Not only are the Irish Dancers dedi­
cated to their audiences, but also they 
are extremely dedicated to each other. 
The Irish Dance Club boasts an extremely 
broad range of dancing experience. Being 
open to all who are interested, anyone is 
welcome to join regardless of whether or 
not they’ve ever even seen or heard of Irish 
dance before. Membership is purely based 
on appeal rather than skill, and tryouts are 
never held.
“We have people who have danced their 
entire lives and have competed in the 
North American Championship, as well as 
people who have just started taking lessons 
with us this semester,” said Pierson.
The variety is what bonds the girls 
together, and all members have the oppor­
tunity to take part in the performances.
“I love watching people who have never 
danced before progress from week to 
week,” said Kassandra Ettefagh ’10, Irish 
Dance Club treasurer, who is currently in 
her 10 year of Irish dance.
Variety is also reflected in the types of 
dances and performances held by the 
club. Rather than solely abiding by the 
traditional time-honored styles of Irish 
dance such as the Ceile, the Reel, and 
the Jig, they add a contemporary flare as 
a significant number of shows incorpo­
rate conventional Irish dances set to 
popular, modern-day songs.
“I love that we can find Irish dance beats 
in current and completely un-Irish music,” 
said Emma Goljan ’10, publicist on the 
executive board of the Irish dance club. 
“Not many people know or think that you 
could Irish Dance to the rap/hip-hop song 
‘Walk it Out,’ but we were able to choreo­
graph a fun number.”
Since all of the dances are choreographed 
by the members, performances by Providence 
College’s Irish Dance Club are purely origi­
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARYCLAIRE HENION ’09
The Irish Dance Club, now a stand-alone club on campus, holds performances at 
the Angell Blackfriars Theatre in the Smith Center for the Arts.
nal. In this sense, each show is unlike any 
other, a fact in which the club takes great 
pride. Teamwork and devotion have been 
vital elements in the group’s success.
Achieving the current popularity and 
status as an independent club at 
Providence College has been challenging.
“We sometimes had to practice in really 
random places around campus,” said Betsy 
DiMeola’10.
Perseverance and a commitment to 
dance have paid off, resulting in the 
establishment of an official and separate 
Irish Dance Club at Providence College. 
The group anticipates an exciting year 
ahead, and encourages anyone who is 
interested, whether male or female, to 
join. You can see them in action this 
semester at a performance scheduled for 
Monday, Nov. 24, in the Angell 
Blackfriar’s Theatre of the Smith Center 
for the Arts.
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Student Congress Hosts Panel Discussion
by Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor
CONGRESS
Student Congress hosted a panel discus­
sion with Student Affairs Tuesday, Sept. 
23, in Aquinas Lounge for students to ask 
their questions or express concerns about 
the new alcohol policy to 
members of the Providence 
College administration. 
Chris Fortunato, associate 
vice president of Student Affairs, Kevin 
Butler, dean of Student Conduct, Sharon 
Hay, director of the S.A.I.L. Office, Steven 
Sears, Ph.D., dean of Residence Life, 
Richy Kless, director of Off-Campus 
Living, and Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P., 
vice president of Student Affairs, com­
prised the panel.
Murphy opened the discussion with 
some general comments concerning the 
Providence College community including, 
but not limited to, the alcohol policy which 
has been a topic of much discussion 
between the administration and students in 
recent weeks.
“Really what we’re talking about... is the 
quality of student life on campus,” said 
Murphy. “I think most of us here recognize 
that we do have a very serious alcohol prob­
lem on campus. But in order to adequately 
address that, yes of course we need the coop­
eration of students and the ability of students 
and faculty to work together— we also have 
to have input from students. And I recognize 
from the get-go that there is a lot of concern 
right now amongst the student body regard­
ing the process that was used to determine the 
implementation of these policies when you 
came back to school.”
Murphy accepted responsibility for 
the breakdown in communication 
between the administration and the stu­
dent body over the summer about major 
changes in policy. He did not apologize 
for the policies themselves.
“I am the vice president of Student 
Affairs, and I will take full responsibili­
ty for that decision,” said Murphy. “It 
was a difficult decision because natural­
ly we always want to get student input, 
but given where we were in the summer,
Clarifying Consumption Codes of Conduct
by Rick Kurker ’09
Asst. News Editor
In light of the new alcohol policies recent­
ly installed at Providence College, Jaimie 
Scambio ’10, president of her class, has been 
working with her classmates to make the 
policies more readily avail- 
CA M P US able to students.
NEWS Scambio said that it is 
clear that there is an alco­
hol abuse problem to a degree at the 
College, and that PC was correct to do 
something. However, she indicated that 
the way in which the policies were made 
is questionable.
“I was happy to see that action was taken, 
but I was disappointed that there was no stu­
dent involvement,” she said.
Scambio said she thought that the 4Cs 
committee was successful, adding that there 
was one student involved in the committee. 
However, she said that the 4Cs committee 
had no involvement in PC’s alcohol policies.
In response to the new policies, 
Scambio and several fellow members of 
the junior class have organized a sheet of 
“Fast Facts.” According to Scambio, the 
“Fast Facts” sheet condenses the alcohol 
policies from the Student Handbook into a 
single page of information.
“The purpose of the ‘Fast Facts’ sheet is to 
make the policies more accessible and com­
prehensible all over campus,” she said.
Scambio said that this new, condensed 
version of the alcohol policies will be posted 
at various locations around campus, through 
handouts and posted pages, as well as on the 
Student Congress Web site.
“We had discussions about the issue at the 
Student Congress summit before school 
began,” Scambio said, “and the alcohol 
forums brought up a lot of the same issues.”
Of the alcohol forums, Scambio said that 
it was “great that they had them,” but she 
also noted that she wished they had been 
more highly publicized. She said that the PC 
representatives at the forums answered all 
I didn’t think that was truly possible. 
From my perspective I view the problem 
of alcohol on campus being so serious 
that I decided to implement these 
changes without actually going through 
the process which 1 would have liked to 
go through and that was to get input 
from Student Congress . . . and also to 
do that with some time. But as I said, I 
thought the problem was so serious I 
really felt that it would be irresponsible 
for me not to have some significant 
changes with regards to the alcohol poli­
cies in place when we returned.”
Murphy stressed that this panel would 
not be the last discussion on the alcohol 
policy and that there would be further dis­
cussions next semester and in coming 
years. He said that it is going to take time 
to change the campus culture, and the view 
of alcohol abuse, and that the administra­
tion’s main concern is student safety. He 
did not speak of how the 4Cs committee 
would be involved in future conversations 
regarding alcohol.
Policies regarding off-campus living 
were prominent questions that many stu­
dents had for the administration. Beth 
Graber ’09 asked for clarification of how 
policies specifically relating to open- 
source containers apply to students living 
off campus.
Fortunato replied that open-source con­
tainers, such as kegs, are not permitted at 
club or organization events of any kind.
“With respect to kegs, kegs and com­
mon-source containers have not been 
allowed on campus and that’s been a long­
standing policy,” said Fortunato. “With 
respect to kegs and student organization 
events, that maybe is something that is dif­
ferent ... if [a student organization] has an 
off campus or on campus event kegs are 
not allowed to be part of those events. 
However, [for] an off-campus student . . . 
we are not trying to prescribe whether we 
can or can’t use a keg.”
Anyone who wishes to have a keg at a 
private residence off campus must fol­
low local laws and regulations in order 
to do so. The administration is also plan­
ning to change and/or adjust the lan­
student questions satisfactorily, but she 
added that she wished there had been more 
time so that more bases could have been cov­
ered.
Scambio said that she spoke with Chris 
Fortunato, associate vice president for 
Student Affairs, and discussed the prospect 
of a follow-up to see how effective the 
policies have been. However, she noted 
that no specific plans have been brought up 
at this point.
“Hopefully we’ll see that things have 
changed for the better,” Scambio said.
In terms of the effect that the new alco­
hol policies will have on incoming fresh­
men, Scambio said she hopes that more 
students will be encouraged to come to PC. 
She said that she hopes that the policies 
will decrease the amount of peer pressure 
to drink that students might experience 
when they first come to college.
“I hope it will foster a freshman class that 
will focus on extra-curriculars and academ­
ics, not on bars,” Scambio said. “I’m excited 
that alternatives will be coming to students.”
Scambio said that she thinks the policy’s 
rough acceptance at PC occurred because 
the policy was not presented in the light in 
which it was intended to be presented. 
According to Scambio, the alcohol policy 
changes were intended to be introduced 
alongside the transportation and program­
ming changes. However, Scambio said that 
because these changes were not emphasized 
as much as the alcohol changes, the new 
alcohol policies consequently came off as 
“more alarming.” As a result, Scambio said 
that students did not know where to turn 
and did not recognize the permissive rules 
as much as the restrictive ones.
That is why Scambio said that her class’s 
“Fast Facts” sheet would be a worthwhile 
effort. Other PC students have voiced the 
same concerns that the alcohol policies have 
not been made available enough to the stu­
dent body.
“The alcohol policy is too strict,” said 
Kelly Ruiz ’09. “It’s only getting a lot of 
guage in the Student Handbook refer­
ring to authorized kegs.
Meg Durigan ’09 questioned the alcohol 
policy’s effectiveness in the long and short 
term. Fortunato replied that the administra­
tion does not expect to see a drastic change 
in alcohol consumption in the immediate 
future. Fortunato said that an increase in 
the number of alcohol write-ups in the 
short term would not surprise him, 
although he does expect to see a change in 
consumption and abuse on campus over 
time. Murphy added that if after a long 
period of time it seems that the current 
alcohol policy is ineffective the adminis­
tration will make adjustments.
Students also said that in order to 
change campus culture much more than 
just policy changes need to be made. 
Michael O’Connor ’10 told the panel that 
other changes need to be made in conjunc­
tion with the alcohol policy and asked 
what those changes will be.
Murphy said that transportation 
throughout Providence will be improved 
which will take students other places than 
nearby establishments. Hay expanded on 
Murphy’s statements and said that starting 
next Thursday more shuttles will be 
offered for students to use and those shut­
tles will take students to more places, 
including Thayer Street. Murphy also said 
that changes in recreational space will be 
announced in the near future.
Jaimie Scambio ’10 insisted that 24- 
hour recreational space for students need­
ed to be made now and argued that it is 
possible for Slavin Center to be more like 
a recreational space.
Murphy said that although expanding 
Slavin’s hours would be a good idea he 
does not have the power alone to make it 
happen. There are many steps and other 
constituencies that need to be included 
in such a decision. He welcomes any 
ideas from students on how to utilize 
space on campus for students to use as 
recreational space.
Another concern is the recent change in 
the freshman orientation schedule. Instead 
of having several short orientations over 
the summer, incoming freshmen will now 
publicity now because a lot of students are 
talking about it.”
“We weren’t informed early enough,” said 
Chris Manoogian ’09. “All of a sudden we 
came back from school and they didn’t even 
tell us. It was shocking because many col­
leges follow the laws of the state they’re in, 
and Providence College is not doing that’ 
which doesn’t seem right.”
Vanessa Bowen ’09, said that, especially 
at the end of summer vacation, she would 
arrive at PC one week prior to classes. 
Traditionally, the Urban Action program is 
held the week prior to classes. According 
to the administration, the Urban Action 
program will need to undergo some 
changes but it will not be dissolved.
“There have been no conversations 
about taking Urban Action off the table,” 
said Butler.
Scambio also clarified with students that 
the decision to change Urban Action was a 
cabinet-level decision.
Upcoming Events For 
Student Congress
Monday, Sept. 29: Alcohol 
Policy Open Forum 6:00- 
8:00p.m., McPhail’s
Monday, Sept. 29: 
Freshmen Elections
Nominations
Tuesday, Sept. 30: 
Freshman Elections
Nominations
Wednesday, Oct.1: 
Freshman Elections
Campaign Starts
Tuesday, Oct. 7: Ballots for 
Freshman Elections Open
Wednesday, Oct. 8: Ballots 
for Freshman Elections 
Close
have quickly glanced past an e-mail about 
new policies without stopping to read it or 
the multi-paged attachment.
“It would have been nice to have been told 
about it before the school year began,” 
Bowen said. “It needed more publicity 
before the start of the school year.”
It is the hope of Scambio and her class­
mates that their “Fast Facts” sheet will 
increase the policy’s publicity and make peo­
ple more aware of its content.
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Sarat Keynote Speaker for Convocation Day
CAMPUS
NEWS
by Lauren Ballback ’ll
News Staff
While studying as an undergraduate at 
Providence College, Austin D. Sarat, 
Ph.D., dreamed of becoming the President 
of the United States. On Wednesday, Sept.
17, Sarat returned to the 
College not as President, 
but as a professor of 
jurisprudence and political 
science at Amherst College to give the 
keynote speech at the Academic 
Convocation, hosted on Slavin Lawn.
The event began with a procession of 
the current faculty, an invocation by 
Meghan E. Griffith, campus minister, fol­
lowed by a welcome by Rev. Brian J. 
Shanley, O.P., President of the College.
“I would like to begin by welcoming 
all the new members to our faculty,” 
said Shanley. “We are grateful that you 
have accepted our offer to join our com­
munity, and we are excited by the hope 
and promise of renewal that you offer 
for us.”
This year there are 35 new faculty 
members coming to PC. They come 
from 22 different institutions including 
Salve Regina University, Xavier 
University, and Harvard University. 
Twenty-six members of the new faulty 
have finished their terminal degrees, 
according to Dr. Hugh F. Lena, vice 
president of Academic Affairs.
“We would like to welcome returning 
faculty members to campus,” said Shanley. 
“May this year be the richest and [most]
Constitution: Discussing World Law
continued from front page
national primary system for choosing can­
didates. Carlson also addressed the mis­
conception that parties are national.
“Most parties are organized at the state 
level or even the local level,” said Carlson.
He also noted that there has been a huge 
change in the number of primaries over the 
past few decades. For example, in 1968 
there were only 15 primaries and in 2008 
there were 41.
“Over time, primary process has been 
frontloaded,” said Carlson.
Front-loading refers to the desire of many 
states to schedule their primaries as early as 
possible. This is because when they are all 
bunched together the victor of the first pri­
mary usually goes on to win the second and 
the third and so on and so forth.
Sabato’s proposal to alleviate the phe­
nomenon of fronGloading includes a 
regional lottery plan which Carlson 
described. The election campaign would 
be shortened and focused, and all regions 
and states would have an opportunity to 
have an impact on the making of presiden­
tial nominees.
Hudson then went on to say a few words 
about the Electoral College and the four 
main problems that critics often associate 
with it. First, Hudson mentioned the pos­
sibility that the candidate who wins the 
popular vote may not always go on to win 
the electoral vote, and the overall election. 
For example, in 2000, George W. Bush 
won the presidency even though Al Gore 
won the popular vote.
“This is a situation that hasn’t happened 
more than five times but it is always a pos­
sibility,” said Hudson.
The second problem mentioned by 
Hudson is the possibility of an Electoral 
College tie. In case of a tie, the House of 
Representatives would determine the 
winner by casting one vote for their 
state. This is problematic because the 
delegations of small states have equal 
say compared to the delegations of 
states with larger populations.
“In the House of Representatives the 
delegations have to determine how to cast 
a single vote for the state,” said Hudson. 
“That means that the state of Wyoming has 
the same say over who’s going to be 
President of the United States as the dele­
gation of New York, or California.” 
The fourth problem that Hudson men­
tioned is the possibility of “faithless elec­
tors.” This is when the vote cast by the 
elector of a certain state does not reflect 
rewarding of your tenure. I congratulate all 
the faculty members who are being hon­
ored today. Your achievements have 
enriched our community.”
Fifteen retired faculty members were 
recognized at this event, who combined 
have served PC for 555 years. The event 
also conferred the tenure of seven faculty, 
seven assistant professorships, and two 
professorships. Additionally, Robert B. 
Hackey, Ph.D., received the Joseph R. 
Accino Faculty Teaching Award.
“While working on his classes and 
doing his scholarship, Bob has also 
been a real contributor to college 
committees . . . and I can think of no 
better example of someone who could 
win the teaching award then Bob 
Hackey,” said Lena.
Sarat took the stage next. His 
resume includes literary and scholarly 
works; he is the author of more than 
60 books, a renowned scholar of capi­
tal punishment, and the senior advisor 
to the dean of the faculty at Amherst. 
His speech, however, did not center 
around his accomplishments, but 
rather his ties to PC and the most seri­
ous challenges that the College and 
other colleges and universities across 
the country.
“I came here an outsider in many 
ways to this community—a Jewish boy 
from Providence, Rhode Island-in those 
days did not go to Providence College,” 
said Sarat. “I was received with warmth 
and understanding.”
Sarat said that he returns to PC with joy 
the popular vote of that state. The fifth 
problem: allocation of electors. Critics say 
that this system of allocating electors adds 
to the undemocratic nature of the Electoral 
College. Each state, regardless of its size, 
has two senators that help make up the 
Electoral College. Hudson then discussed 
Sabato’s proposals to make the Electoral 
College more democratic. Sabato suggest­
ed to ban faithless electors and to expand 
the number of electors in every state 
according to population.
Next, McCarthy told the audience 
about her knowledge of the politics of 
the People’s Republic of China. She 
took the discussion in a much different 
direction as she described the constitu­
tion of not a democracy, but an authori­
tarian state. She enlightened the group 
about China’s past, how they became the 
“People’s Republic” in 1949, and how 
and why they have had four constitu­
tions to govern citizens. Once rulers 
changed, there was a need for the consti­
tution to be revamped in order to protect 
assets such as property. Corruption was 
also a topic mentioned by McCarthy, 
especially at the local levels. The con­
stitution of China serves as a way to 
guard against corruption.
“They realized that they had to empha­
size law and order, and had to educate 
Chinese people about the law to get them 
to think in terms of the law,” said 
McCarthy. “Not so much so that they 
could be free, but so they could use the law 
as a check on the power of those mid-level 
party states.”
Next to- discuss her political insights 
was Ben-Artzi who brought a different 
perspective to the discussion as she 
focused on the constitution of Iran, a non- 
democratic country.
“Iran actually has a very long tradition 
of law and legal practices,” said Ben-Artzi. 
“Iran is a country in the Middle East that 
adopted the first constitution in 1906.”
The people of Iran have always been 
very active in their national politics and 
they even toppled their own government. 
Also, Ben-Artzi told the group that there is 
a huge emphasis on participation in Iran, 
not on tyranny and not on dictatorship, as 
many people believe.
Students were able to not only admire 
and respect their constitution and the free­
doms that it encompasses, but also view it 
critically. The discussion helped students 
decide if the Consitution meets the needs 
of the American people today. 
and gratitude, because it was here that he 
found his vocation. Despite his work as a 
scholar he considers himself primarily a 
teacher because, “it is where my passions 
are most engaged, where my challenges 
are most serious and where my disappoint­
ments are most profound.”
“It is here at this place called Providence 
College that good teachers ... changed my 
life. They recognized things in me that I 
did not recognized in myself. They nur­
tured me. They challenged me. They 
encouraged me. They cajoled me. They 
intimidated me. They awakened my intel­
lect and engaged my curiosity”
He said they taught him to read, and to 
think critically. They made him read 
books, that he “despised.” They also taught 
him that a “life of the mind is a life worth 
living.” They pushed him. It was this push 
that made him want to give to students 
what his teachers gave to him. He entered 
wanting to be the president of the U.S., and 
left wanting to teach.
Sarat said that he feels that most of his 
career seems to be a way of repaying the 
College and the teachers that made him 
who he is today.
“So let’s just say I stand here as a living 
example of the power and possibility of 
what you will do tomorrow in your class­
rooms. Don’t blow it”
In his speech he criticized those who 
claim that liberalism runs rampant in col­
leges and universities in America.
“I want to argue that this criticism has 
nothing to do with the work that we do or 
the challenges we will face in our class­
rooms,” said Sarat.
He believe circular changes must 
be made in order to improve the qual­
ity of education offered at colleges 
and universities.
“We must show in how we teach the 
love of book ... If we work on notes 
that are a decade old, no matter how 
good those notes are, what message do 
we convey?” said Sarat. “We must show 
in how we teach our own commitment . 
. . we must be good listeners, commit­
ted to not only understand what our stu­
dents say, but also what they wish to say 
before they are able to say it. All of this 
is hard and none of this can be done by 
politicizing college[s] and universities] 
or turning what we do into a fodder for 
culture war for media entertainment.”
A good teacher, he says, is “in the 
world, not of the world.” Teachers need 
to remain active in their teaching, using 
creativity and imagination.
“We need to see our students as what we 
want them to be and to call out from them 
what is possible for them.”
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WORLD STAFF
Asia: North Korea
North Korea and the United States have been playing a game of nuclear disarmament tug-of-war over the past 
decade. North Korea has recently pulled 
the United States even more by saying it is 
in the process of restarting its nuclear 
plant and is satisfied with rejecting the 
United States’ proposal of being removed 
from the U.S. terrorism blacklist in 
exchange for a disarmament deal.
North Korea has said that it has start­
ed to rebuild the Soviet-era Yongbyon 
nuclear plant so that it can make bomb­
grade plutonium. The plant was previ­
ously being dismantled after an agree­
ment was reached from a drawn-out dis- 
armament-for-aid deal made by five 
countries, including the United States. 
North Korea’s action is just another hin­
drance to the progress of these five 
countries at work.
“The DPRK (North Korea) neither 
wishes to be delisted as a ‘state sponsor of 
terrorism’ nor expects such a thing to hap­
pen,” the North’s official KCNA news 
agency quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying. The spokesman also 
stated that work has been underway to 
restore Yongbyon’s nuclear facilities “to 
their original state.”
Although Washington is reacting 
calmly to the recent news, there has been 
a severe amount of tension between the 
United States and North Korea through­
out the past five years. According to a 
timeline compiled by CNN, Pyongyang 
warned the United States not to discuss 
its suspected nuclear weapons program 
at the U.N. because such a move would 
be “a grave criminal act” that was “little 
short of a prelude to war.”
Shortly after Pyongyang’s comment, 
Washington announced that six-way talks 
aimed at ending the crisis would take 
place in Beijing, with the U.S., North 
Korea, South Korea, China, Japan and 
Russia taking part in the meeting. North 
Korea repeated its demand that 
Washington sign a non-aggression pact 
with them and said it could not dismantle 
its nuclear deterrent force if the United 
States did not abandon its “hostile policy” 
toward Pyongyang.
North Korea has not yet made the 
nuclear plant operational, so that is par­
tially why the United States is still at ease. 
“They have not got[ten] to that point yet. 
We would urge them not to get to that 
point,” State Department spokesman Sean 
McCormack said when asked about North 
Korea’s statement. He also urged 
Pyongyang to agree to a mechanism to 
verify the claims it has made about the 
extent of its nuclear program.
All of this recent commotion is a result 
of North Korea fury with the United 
States for not taking them off of its terror­
ism blacklist. Washington has said it will 
remove Pyongyang from the list once it 
allows inspectors to verify claims that 
were made about its nuclear arms produc­
tion. Once removed, the North can better 
tap into international finance and expand 
its meager trade, which is one of the main 
factors holding the country back from 
being more successful.
" ---------------------------------------
They have not 
got[ten] to that 
point yet. We 
would urge 
them not to get 
to that point.
State Department spokesman 
Sean McCormack, responding 
to North Korea’s efforts to 
reoperationalize its 
nuclear reactor.
--------------------------------------- " 
Also, more attention has recently 
been given to the nuclear threat issue 
because the North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-il is suspected by U.S. and South 
Korean officials to have suffered a 
stroke, which raises questions about 
succession and who will control its 
nuclear arsenal. The United States’ 
upcoming presidential election is also 
an element in the struggle. Analysts 
have said the North might be trying to 
pressure the outgoing Bush administra­
tion as it looks for diplomatic successes 
to bolster its legacy. North Korea could 
also be debating the possibility of a bet­
ter deal under the new U.S. president.
A United States Administrative 
Representative replied to these theories by 
saying, “Look, you know, I don’t know
AP
Television footage shows the demolition of the 60-foot-tall cooling tower at its main 
reactor complex at Yongbyon, North Korea, in June. North Korea’s foreign minister 
says the communist state is now making preparations to restore its nuclear facilities.
who the next president, who the next sec­
retary of state is going to be, but I would 
wager that they’re not going to get a much 
different deal from the next administration 
as they’re getting from this administra­
tion.” McCormack said the United States 
would also “remain engaged” with the 
North Koreans and would not give up on 
the six-nation process that led to the disar­
mament-for-aid deal.
What do you think about North Korea's 
efforts to restart its nuclear reactor?
"It is potentially 
destabilizing for 
Asia. The United 
States is really 
going to need China's 
help on this."
Compiled By Mary Kate Nevin ‘09
“Since war with 
North Korea never 
truly ended, it 
certainly can't be 
good for the U.S."
World
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The Americas Europe
Venezuela: Chavez Expels Two After 
Human Rights Report
President Hugo Chavez’s government expelled two 
employees of Human Rights Watch from Venezuela on 
Thursday, Sept. 18, after chafing at their documentation 
of widespread political discrimination, intimidation of 
union members and an acquiescent judiciary.
According to The New York Times, several armed 
men in uniforms apprehended Jose Miguel Vivanco, 
the Americas director for the New York-based group, 
and Daniel Wilkinson, deputy director for the 
Americas, in their hotel late Thursday night and put 
them on a plane to Brazil.
“Accusing us of being part of a conspiracy is a dis­
traction tactic used to attack the messenger,” Mr. 
Vivanco said. “We have never had this experience any­
where in this hemisphere ... Our expulsion reveals yet 
again the degree of intolerance of this government.”
United States: Yankee Stadium s Last Game
Dubbed the greatest sports venue in the entire 
Western Hemisphere, Yankee Stadium in the Bronx, 
New York, closed a tremendous era with a hometown 
victory of 7-3 over the Baltimore Orioles in its final 
Major League Baseball game on Sept. 21.
In a bittersweet moment, players and fans alike 
bade a very emotional farewell to the so-called 
“House That Ruth Built,” after being home to base­
ball’s most prestigious franchise for 85 years.
“This place has been part of our history. Not just 
baseball but our country,” said Joe Girardi, the 
Yankees manager, in a press conference.
In addition to hosting a great many regular- and 
post-season games, Yankee Stadium has also host­
ed Masses celebrated by three popes, various 
landmark boxing matches, and a rally for Nelson 
Mandela. The 57,545-seat venue will be demol­
ished and replaced with a new luxurious $1.3 bil­
lion ballpark directly across the street.
Before the Sunday night game, various veteran 
Yankee greats, along with actors in replica costumes 
portraying such famous Yankees as Joe DiMaggio, 
Mickey Mantle, and Lou Gehrig, took to the stadium. 
Team captain and all-star, Derek Jeter, himself no 
stranger to great moments in Yankee Stadium, even 
noticed that Sunday night was unlike anything he had 
ever experienced. “Playing there was like performing 
on Broadway—the lights are a little brighter,” he said.
by Mary Kate Nevin ’09 and 
Kieran Whelan ’09
Russia and Asia
Thailand: New Prime Minister to Name Cabinet; 
Opposition is Suspicious
The new Prime Minister of Thailand, Somchai 
Wongsawat, was warned by the Democratic Party 
on Sunday, Sept. 21, not to include any of Former 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s allies in the 
new cabinet to be appointed later this week.
Despite opposition from the Democratic Party, 
Somchai, wno was appointed last Thursday, has 
wide support in Bangkok. Opposition forces are 
most wary of Somchai particularly because is the 
brother-in-law of Thaksin, who was toppled by a 
military coup on Sept. 19, 2006, after serving as 
Prime Minister since 2001. Thaksin was accused of 
massive corruption and other charges.
Negotiations with the opposition bloc, People’s 
Alliance for Democracy (PAD), will wait until after 
Somchai forms his cabinet, according to various 
PAD leaders. According to CNN, Major General 
Chamlong Srimuang said their position remains 
unchanged, in that the 2007 Constitution must not 
be changed and the ruling People Power Party 
(PPP) must leave.
India: Monsoon Rains Kill Over 100 In Just 
Days
Speed boats and helicopters have tried to 
reach nearly 570,000 stranded villagers Monday 
as the death toll from heavy monsoon rains and 
flooding across India reached over 100 people in 
only three days.
India’s most popular state of Uttar Pradesh was 
the site of most casualties, where 70 people were 
killed by drowning and house collapses over the 
past weekend. Another 32 people died in the north­
ern state of Himachal Pradesh over the weekend, 
mostly buried by massive mudslides triggered by 
the intense rain.
This new flooding has come just a month after 
the monsoon-swollen Kosi River, a tributary that 
flows from Nepal to India, burst its banks and put 
over 1,000 villages under water. The rains subsided 
on Monday, Sept. 22, causing water levels to 
recede; however, several villages were still under 
10 feet of water while many people were waiting 
on their rooftops to be taken to higher ground.
The annual monsoon season, running from June 
to September, brings rains that are vital to agricul­
ture in Southern Asia, however these weather con­
ditions can clearly cause massive destruction.
Middle East
Pakistan: Taliban Claims Responsibility 
for Deadly Blast
A massive truck bomb in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, destroyed the city’s most presti­
gious hotel on Saturday, Sept. 20, killing 53 
people, wounding more than 250 others, and 
leaving a crater over 25 feet deep, according 
to CNN.
Just after 8:00 p.m. local time, a suicide 
bomber blew himself up as his vehicle was 
being checked at the Marriot Hotel’s 
entrance, only about 50 feet from the lobby. 
The blast was felt as far as 15 miles away. 
Within 500 feet of the blast, buildings and 
trees were incinerated and cars were crushed 
by the air heavy with acrid smoke. According 
to Interior Minister Kamal Shah, the bomb 
was estimated to contain at least 800 pounds 
of explosives; however, local and foreign 
investigators suspect that it was much bigger. 
Among the dead were four foreigners—-two 
American soldiers who worked at the 
embassy, the newly arrived Czech ambassa­
dor and his Vietnamese girlfriend.
The hotel was a landmark within the city; 
its plush restaurants were the capital’s polit­
ical salon. Businessmen, politicians and 
diplomats all met there, and was one of the 
few places in Pakistan where western diplo­
mats were allowed to dine.
No group immediately claimed responsi­
bility tor the attack, though suspicion fell on 
al Qaeda and the Pakistani Taliban. 
IntelCenter, a U.S. group that monitors and 
analyzes militant messages, noted that al 
Qaeda’s 9/11 anniversary video threatened 
attacks against Western interests in Pakistan. 
The attack also bore the hallmarks of an oper­
ation by al Qaeda or an affiliate, Pakistani 
and U.S. intelligence officials said.
“The sophistication of the blast shows it's 
the work of al Qaeda,” a Pakistani intelli­
gence officer told Reuters.
Israel: Corruption Charges Too Much, 
Prime Minister Olmert Submits 
Formal Resignation
The Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud 
Olmert, resigned on Sunday, Sept. 21, as a 
result of various corruption charges 
brought against him. The country is cur­
rently waiting for Foreign Minister Tzipi 
Livni to assemble a coalition that would 
allow her to succeed him without having to 
take part in new elections. Livni has rough­
ly six weeks to gather a new coalition, 
according to the BBC.
Earlier this summer the Prime Minister 
had vowed to step down from his position 
as soon as a new leader for his party, 
Kadima, was chosen. As a result of Livni 
narrowly winning a party vote last week, 
Olmert was able to hand over his resigna­
tion to President Shimon Peres, an action 
which sets in motion the process of choos­
ing the proper successor.
Because Olmert had lost support for his 
coalition throughout the past year, Livni 
certainly faces challenges while she gath­
ers the support she needs to govern. The 
Kadima Party does not have a majority in 
the Israeli Parliament, known as the 
Knesset, and many analysts suspect that 
Livni will not have enough support to form 
a fresh coalition within the six weeks. If 
she does not gain necessary support, Israel 
will most likely have to hold general elec­
tions in early 2009.
The Likud Party, Livni’s primary opposi­
tion, plans to spoil Livni’s operations before 
they can gather any momentum. “We are 
going to tell the President that Mrs. Livni 
does not have a mandate to lead the country 
... she was not chosen by the public,” a 
Lukid Party member said.
France: France Pledges More Troops for Afghanistan
The French National Assembly authorized the 
government on Monday, Sept. 22, to continue its 
military commitment in Afghanistan, and the 
prime minister pledged to add 100 extra troops.
The assembly voted 343-210 in favor of keep­
ing the 3,300 French troops in Afghanistan and in 
support missions related to their deployment.
The vote arose as a result of the controversy 
surrounding the killings of 10 French soldiers in 
an ambush by insurgents east of Kabul, the 
Afghan capital, on Aug. 18. This was the biggest 
single combat loss for international forces in 
Afghanistan in three years. Prime Minister 
Francois Fillon said that withdrawing the troops 
“would be leaving the terrain open to the Taliban 
and al Qaeda ... It would be leaving the Afghan 
people in the hands of their torturers,”
The prime minister also announced that 100 
reinforcements would be in place within several 
weeks, along with extra helicopters, drones, lis­
tening devices, and mortars.
Finland: School Shooting Sparks Gun 
Control Debate
The Prime Minister of Finland, Matti Vanhanen, 
has called for gun laws to be tightened after a 
school shooting that left eleven people dead on 
Tuesday, Sept. 23. Officials believe that Matti 
Saari, 22, who killed nine students, a teacher, and 
then himself, at a vocational college in the town of 
Kauhajoki, was conducting a ‘copycat’ killing. A 
day prior to the school shooting, officials had ques­
tioned Saari after he posted a video on the internet 
of himself at a shooting range.
Prime Minister Vanhanen visited the small 
town to offer support for the quiet community that 
is no doubt shocked and disturbed about what has 
happened. “We have to tighten the law signifi­
cantly,” the Prime Minister said, according to the 
BBC. “In terms of handguns that can easily be 
carried about, we have to think about whether 
they should be available for private people. In my 
opinion, they belong on shooting ranges.”
Tuesday’s shooting was similar to another last 
November in the town of Tuusula, which left nine 
people dead including the gunman, in that both 
gunman had valid licenses. Although Finland has 
a long tradition of hunting and weapons-bearing, 
the government said it would consider changes in 
gun control in light of recent school shootings. 
However no changes have been made, and citi­
zens as young as fifteen can still own guns.
Africa
South Africa: Mbeki Resigns from Presidency
Tainted by claims of interfering in a corruption 
case, South African President Thabo Mbeki offi­
cially resigned on Sunday, Sept. 21.
The court case involving his party leader 
and bitter rival, Jacob Zuma, ended with a dis­
missal of all charges, but the presiding Judge 
Nicholson said he believed there may have 
been political interference in the decision to 
prosecute Zuma.
This gave his opponents the ammunition 
they needed to land the final blow to get 
Mbeki out of office.
Mbeki has denied the allegations but said he 
would step down in the interests of party unity. 
Eleven members of the South African cabinet say 
they are resigning along with him.
South Africa’s ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) has chosen an interim president to replace 
Mbeki, and the BBC reported that sources within 
the party identified this person as deputy leader 
Kgalema Motlanthe, an ally of Zuma.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu said he was “deeply 
disturbed” by Mr Mbeki’s essentially forced res­
ignation, saying the interests of the ANC had 
been put before those of the nation.
“Our country deserves better. The way of retri­
bution leads to a banana republic,” he said.,
Zuma promised a smooth transition.
“Let me emphasise the current political 
changes taking place in the country are nothing 
extraordinary,” Zuma said in a press conference.
“The situation will soon return to normal as we 
know exactly what we should do, and are doing it 
with speed, precision and sensitivity.”
Mbeki will remain in office until his successor 
is officially chosen. The interim president will 
hold the post until elections are held in early 
2009, which Zuma is expected to win.
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Bolivia: A Struggle for Equality
by Brett Corrigan ’09 
Asst. World Editor
Americas: Bolivia
Clashes between the two dominant 
ethnic groups in Bolivia have intensified 
in the past few weeks following a recent 
announcement from Bolivian President 
Evo Morales. Morales’ decree on Aug.28 
called for a referendum vote to form a 
new constitution on Jan. 25, according 
The Economist.
Morales, the country’s first indige­
nous president, was elected in Dec. 
2005. His platform promised to change 
the country’s political and economic 
class structure and to revitalize the par­
ticipation of the poor majority within 
the nation.
According to CIA statistics, Bolivia 
is one of the poorest and least devel­
oped countries in Latin America. 
Wealth and prosperity are intensely 
stratified between the wealthy non- 
indigenous communities which are situ­
ated in the eastern lowlands, and the 
poorer indigenous population.
Since his arrival in office. Morales has 
met an increasing amount of resistance 
from the country’s minority of wealthier 
Bolivians, mostly of European descent 
who previously held power, struggle to 
regain control and maintain prominence. 
Anger has not just been pointed at 
Morales, however, as tensions have been 
taken to the streets in cities including 
Plan Tres Mil, Beni, Chuquisaca, Pando, 
Santa Cruz, and Tarija.
Residents of these areas are typically 
indigenous Bolivian populations facing 
attacks from the Union Juvenil 
Crucenista (the Union of Santa Cruz 
Youth). These militants are particularly 
known for targeting local street traders 
and known supporters of Morales’ 
socialist government.
The Morales administration attrib­
utes the outbreak of hostility to the low­
landers within the country who Morales 
argues are privileged “oligarchs” seeking 
to maintain a hold on the wealth which 
flows from the country’s natural gas, min­
erals, and land.
With the assertion that Morales is devel­
oping Bolivia into a satellite country of 
Venezuela and Cuba, this wealthy minority 
has embarked on a bloody and violent battle 
with Morales’ supporters fighting with 
clubs, shields, and firearms. Protests initial­
ly rooted in civil disobedience have turned 
to bloodbaths. One of the country’s main 
natural gas lines that exports a significant 
amount of resources to Brazil was tom apart 
during a recent protest, causing the country 
to lose about $8 to $10 billion per day.
Also, on Sept. 11, a demonstration by 
Morales supporters in Cobija was infiltrated 
by anti-govemment supporters leading to a 
shootout in which at least 15 were killed and 
found later in a river with another 106 peo­
ple still missing following the conflict.
The clashes have already led to the 
deaths of at least 30 people—a mix of 
both indigenous and UJC loyalists—fol­
lowing the decree.
The increased turmoil within the country 
also comes at a difficult time economically 
as the United States announced Sept. 16 
that it would cut off economic aid and 
duty-free access to the American market 
when the Andean Trade Promotion and 
Drug Eradication Act expires at the end of 
the year. This reciprocal agreement func­
tioned as a part of the U.S. war on drugs, in 
which aid would only be given to the gov­
ernment if it worked to root out all drug 
activity, including the cultivation of coca.
The U.S. asserts that Bolivia has not 
been holding up its end of the bargain and 
therefore, unless Morales’s government 
works harder, a major economic asset to 
the country will be lost.
Meanwhile, U.S. embassy officials in 
Bolivia have called for all non-essential 
U.S. agents and Peace Corps volunteers to 
leave the country as the tensions and fight­
ing between the two groups intensify.
AP
-WARREN BUFFETT, on why he prefers to buy companies 
instead of conserve his cash. Buffett is investing $5 
billion in Goldman Sachs Group inc.
By Michael Lepri 10 world Staff
Bailouts, Buyouts and Bankrupcy: America s Financial Market in Crisis
TO SAY THAT WALL STREET HAS BEEN under duress these past weeks is an understatement. Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, two privately owned but government- 
backed companies, have been taken over 
by the Treasury. Lehman Brothers, an 
investment banking company, declared 
bankruptcy early last week and Merrill 
Lynch, another financial firm, was bought 
by Bank of America. Meanwhile, American 
International Group (AIG), a major insur­
ance corporation, was bailed out by the fed­
eral government for $85 billion. The stock 
market reacted to all of this by plunging 
early last week when the Lehman bank­
ruptcy was announced, only to recover 
when the Treasury came out with a plan to 
bail out the financial markets.
The government has been criticized for who 
they are bailing out and why. Early last year, 
before it was purchased by J.P. Morgan with 
the help of the Federal Reserve, Bear Steams 
was on its way to bankruptcy. Lehman 
Brothers was allowed to fail before negotiating 
the sale of their investment banking division to 
Barclays Capital. Merrill would have traveled 
a similar route if not for selling itself to Bank 
of America. In the case of AIQ however, the 
government concluded that company stability 
was too heavily intertwined with the econom­
ic security of the average consumer as well as 
pension funds to stand idly by and allow the 
company to fail.
Policymakers are now planning an even 
larger bailout of the financial system as a 
whole. The plan is not final, but according to 
The Wall Street Journal, the Treasury is asking 
for an additional $700 billion “to buy up dis­
tressed assets as part of its plan to help halt the 
worst financial crisis since the 1930s.” This 
bailout would give Washington broad authori­
ty to purchase bad mortgage-related assets 
from United States financial institutions for the 
next two years. It does not specify which insti­
tutions qualify or if the government would get 
anything in return for its help. The proposal, 
which was formally delivered by the Bush 
Administration on September 20, was just 
under three pages and, in addition to the pur­
chase of mortgage-related assets, would also 
raise the national debt ceiling from $10.6 tril­
lion to $11.3 trillion.
Sources: Federal Reserve; U.S, treasury; published reports_____________________________
The Wall Street Journal
One obvious risk to the timely passage of 
the plan will be whether Congress insists 
on additional terms and conditions which 
would go further to help individuals facing 
foreclosures and the loss of their homes. 
Sen. Chuck Schumer, (D-N.Y.), called the 
plan “a good foundation,” but said it was 
missing “some kind of supervisory author­
ity, and some kind of protection for home­
owners and taxpayers.” In addition, The 
Associated Press reports that other mem­
bers of Congress are considering attaching 
additional middle-class assistance to the 
bill despite a request from the Bush admin­
istration to avoid adding controversial 
items that could delay action.
Most are wondering who will be paying 
for this. The answer: We all are. The 
American taxpayer will be on the hook for 
all the bailouts. This plan will yield results 
we can see now. The stock market has 
turned around and companies are being 
helped out but the American consumer 
will have less in the future when the bill 
comes due for this bailout. Douglas 
Elmendorf, former Treasury official, said, 
“this approach saddles taxpayers with sig­
nificant downside risk but limited poten­
tial upside gain.” On the other hand, doing 
nothing would cause great duress to the 
financial system. As a consequence of the 
government’s decision to act, there will be 
more stress on U.S. taxpayers in the long 
run. The government’s disruption of the 
free market could be potentially danger­
ous to our future economic growth.
Government involvement is what got the 
U.S. financial markets in trouble in the first 
place. The root of the recent collapse of 
major corporations is the housing market. 
The government, especially the Clinton 
administration, advocated mortgage loans to 
those who could not afford it. Mortgage 
companies like Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac normally would not offer these high- 
risk mortgages, but there were government 
penalties if they did not. The reason these 
mortgages troubled investment companies 
like Lehman Brothers and Merrill Lynch 
was due to the bad loans being packaged and 
sold, known as mortgage-backed securities. 
Lehman and Merrill had a lot of these secu­
rities in their portfolios.
As noted by Peter Goodman of The New 
York Times, if the plan works, it will help 
solve the continued plunge in housing 
prices. If banks resumed lending more lib­
erally many would be able to afford mort­
gages. In contrast, Sen. Jim DeMint (R- 
S.C.), a member of the Joint Economic 
Committee, told The Los Angeles Times'. 
“What is missing from [the Treasury’s 
plan] and from the recent string of bailouts 
is a commitment to return to a free enter­
prise economy.” Free market capitalism is 
at the heart of the American economy. For 
instance, in California home prices fell 
35.3 per cent and sales surged 13.6 per cent 
in the month of August alone. When prices 
drop below a certain level buyers will be 
easily found. The free market will always 
correct itself.
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The Election 2008 Updater
Your source for the latest news from the Democratic and Republican parties
by Jenny Arvanaghi 10, World Staff
by Mary Kate Nevin ’09
World Editor
WITH SIX WEEKS LEFT UNTIL THE presidential election and just days before the first debate, the heat has been 
turned on in what many believe to be a 
tight race. Both presidential candidates 
are trying to battle it out as best they can 
during the final stretch of the presidential 
campaign, especially in key states such as 
Florida, Ohio, and Missouri.
With the recent downturn in the econ­
omy, each candidate wants to express his 
position on the best solution for 
America. Sen. John McCain and Sen. 
Barack Obama are rushing to release 
new proposals on the financial crisis that 
differ greatly, but both involve the idea 
of change.
Sen. McCain said he wants to fire the 
chairman of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Christopher Cox, who is the 
chief federal watchdog for the investment 
industry. The Republican presidential can­
didate believes a new government body 
that would handle distressed assets—mod­
eled after the Resolution Trust Corp, which 
was implemented after the savings and 
loans crisis in the late 1980s—is the best 
way to deal with the economy. He is also 
an advocate of corporate and financial 
deregulation and in favor of cracking down 
on the “unbridled greed” on Wall Street 
that has caused this turn of events. McCain 
wants to create a top-level commission to 
figure out how to streamline and strength­
en federal agencies charged with protect­
ing the economy.
Barack Obama was less specific on the 
steps he would like to take, offering very 
broad outlines of policies such as the 
“Homeowner and Financial Support 
Act,” which would inject capital and liq­
uidity into the financial system by pro­
viding funds to prevent failures in the 
financial industry and help keep people 
in their homes. Obama wants a $50 bil­
lion emergency economic stimulus plan, 
where the money would go toward one 
million jobs for rebuilding infrastructure 
and schools, as well as helping local gov­
ernments avoid budget cuts. In addition, 
Obama wants to change bankruptcy laws 
to make it easier for people who go bank­
rupt to stay in their homes.
As the presidential debates draw near, 
each candidate focuses on points hewould 
like to discuss such as the economy, foreign 
policy, and healthcare. Both candidates 
called for greater coordination and coopera­
tion with allies after the terror attack at the 
Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, Pakistan, over 
the weekend.
Obama’s objective for the first debate 
will be to appear stronger in foreign policy. 
He will attend a three-day study session 
this week to prepare for the first debate 
which is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 26 at 
the University of Mississippi. Obama and 
McCain are scheduled to debate three 
times between Friday, Sept. 26 and 
Wednesday, Oct. 15. The running 
mates—Sen. Joe Biden and Alaskan Gov. 
Sarah Palin—have one debate as well. 
There is so much pressure on this first 
debate which traditionally sets the tone for 
voters, making it difficult for the candi­
date to overcome a poor performance.
Getty Images
During talks at the United Nations on Tuesday, Sept. 23, Republican Vice-Presidential 
Nominee Sarah Palin asked former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, left, 
for insights on the current Georgia crisis.
Palin has been the focus of the media 
ever since McCain announced his run­
ning mate. After speaking at the 
Republican National Convention, she 
proved that she is ready to change histo­
ry as the first female V.P. Palin’s addi­
tion to the ticket has turned the election 
to McCain’s favor, especially drawing 
support from women.
On Sunday, Palin made her first trip as 
John McCain’s running mate to the bat­
tleground state of Florida. She was wel­
comed there, with tens of thousands of 
people cramming into a plaza and nearby 
streets an hour north of Orlando and 
made a speech about last week’s financial 
turmoil. On Tuesday, Palin met with for­
mer Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger, President Alvaro Uribe of 
Colombia, and Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai at the United Nations General 
Assembly. Also, she is scheduled to meet 
President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan 
as well as the presidents of Pakistan and 
Georgia. These sessions are part of an 
effort to demonstrate that Sarah is ready 
to tackle foreign policy as McCain’s run­
ning mate.
As the election draws near, the candi­
dates are faced with some difficulties in 
addition to increased concern regarding 
the economy. Barack Obama now faces 
various polls indicating that many 
Americans believe several factors, 
including his race and supposed experi­
ence, could cost him the election. 
According to The Associated Press, a 
poll shows that one-third of white 
Democrats harbor negative views 
toward blacks and will not vote for him 
come Election Day.
Likewise, McCain is not immune to 
obstacles. McCain faces a need to avoid 
being linked with President Bush, a label 
that the Democratic party has termed since 
the beginning of the campaign. In doing 
so, McCain will try to steer away from the 
Bush administration on some matters, 
while still holding onto fundamental 
Republican economic principles, such as 
low taxes.
Comic Escapes 
Prosecution for 
Insulting Pope
Italian comic Sabina Guzzantini was 
spared potential prosecution for insulting 
the pope last Thursday, Sept. 18, when the 
government blocked an investigation 
against her.
Guzzanti, one of Italy’s most biting 
political satirists, said Pope Benedict 
would be punished in hell for the church’s 
treatment of homosexuals. She made the 
remarks before a cheering crowd of thou­
sands at Piazza Navona in Rome in July.
A prosecutor from Rome suspected the 
comments broke a law protecting the 
honor and dignity of the leader of 1.1 bil­
lion Roman Catholics and the sovereign 
Vatican state.
But the 1929 treaty, signed by then- 
ruler Benito Mussolini, requires govern­
ment approval before an investigation is 
allowed to go forward. Justice Minister 
Angelino Alfano decided to block this 
particular case.
“1 decided not to authorize it, knowing 
well the stature and capacity of the pope 
for forgiveness,” Alfano told Italian media, 
according to Reuters.
The Vatican respected the decision, 
adding that there was no point reviewing the 
“deplorable” comments in a legal battle.
“The justice minister’s decision was 
wise,” Vatican spokesman Father Federico 
Lombardi told Ansa news agency.
“The Pope’s authority is far too supe­
rior to be dented (by the comments) and, 
in his magnanimity, he considers the 
case closed.”
Reuters
Photos: The Associated Press
The presidential and vice-presidential debates are an opportunity for the candidates to express their 
positions on controversial camapign issues and clarify their policies and plans for the country. 
Don’t miss out on these important events!.
When: Friday. Sept. 26u 
What: The first presidential 
debate, focusing primarily on 
domestic policy.
Who: Sen. John McCain and 
Sen. Barack Obama.
Where: The University of 
Mississippi in Lafayette, Miss.
When: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 
What: The second presiden­
tial debate, taking the format 
of a town-hall meeting.
Who: Sen. John McCain and 
Sen. Barack Obama.
Where: Belmont University in 
Nashville, Tenn.
When: Thursday. Oct, 2, 
What: The vice-presidential 
debate, covering both dom­
estic and foreign policy issues.
Who: Gov. Sarah Palin and 
Sen. Joseph Biden. 
Where: Washington 
University in St. Louis, Mo.
When: Wednesday. Oct, 15 
What: The final presidential 
debate, which will focus on 
foreign policy.
Who: Sen. John McCain and 
Sen. Barack Obama.
Where: Hofstra University 
in Long Island, N.Y.
Oddly Enough
Commentary
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Lack of Trust
Drains Friar 
Fanaticism
by Annmarie Granstrand ’09
A&E Editor
You don’t have to take Civ to learn that 
the formation of a person’s tenets usually 
derives from experience. (Well, technically 
you do have to take Civ, but I digress.) In 
' grammar school, you even­
tually reasoned not to 
speak out in class initially 
because you would receive 
lunch detention and secondly because it dis­
CAMPUS
rupted the order of the learning environ­
ment. In high school, you didn’t pass notes 
about the chemistry teacher’s uncomfort­
ably greased mullet initially because if you 
got caught and he read it aloud you would 
be in deep fecal matter and secondly 
because you would feel terrible for voicing 
such a mean, superficial passing thought. In 
college, this system phases itself out. You 
go to class because the attendance policy 
demands it but more certainly because you 
understand the importance of your educa­
tion at Providence College. The regulations 
and values of the school become something 
to which you want to adhere, not out of fear 
for consequences.
When it comes to slugging down 
draughts of college soda, I understand this 
responsible logic tends to go by the wayside. 
You shouldn’t drink in excess because the
school’s policy forbids it and because you 
will be so “wickedly hungover” the next 
day. More seriously, God gave you that liver 
as part of the person made in His image. It’s 
essentially disrespectful to our Creator to 
treat it like a garbage disposal of Natty 
Light. Let me stop here before I sound too 
“holier than thou,” because I am not. I am 
very much not holier than any of thou.
But what I am is experienced in the field 
of college life (or so I like to think). As a 
senior, I’m aware of the physical agony of 
the post-Ridiculousfest hangover, the spiri­
tual low point of looking at the overflowing 
recycling bin in the morning, and the aca­
demic stress brought on by the occasional 
Thursday evening visit to Elmhurst Pub. All 
those years of Catholic school have success­
fully cultivated within me the perpetually 
guilt-ridden Irish Catholic conscience that 
I’ll proudly pass on to my offspring. The 
point is, I was trusted to learn from my 
experiences. And I have.
The recent changes in the school’s alco­
hol policy and rules of student conduct, but 
more so the manner in which they were car­
ried out, dramatically lack this trust. One of 
the things I loved most upon my matricula­
tion to this institution is that it demanded 
something from me. PC demanded a level of 
excellence, not just in an academic sense but 
as a member of the College community, the 
city of Providence, and as a citizen of the 
world. I regarded the administration as hard­
working, fair-minded, and sincerely focused 
on helping me to become the finest 
Dominican-crafted addition to society, a 
vessel of Veritas.
Unfortunately, my enthusiasm has 
waned. It is not merely the micromanage­
ment of drinking on campus that has turned 
me off. It’s the contradictory manner in 
which these reforms were made. I can 
remember finding an opened letter from the 
school addressed to the parents of PC stu­
dents on my kitchen table last year. It dis­
cussed the importance of not being a “heli­
copter” parent. I understood this term (cor­
rectly, I hope) to mean that students should 
be allowed some space to learn and grow 
independently from overbearing parenting. 
These days the administration appears to be 
the overbearing parent; a guardian who I 
know has only good intentions at heart but
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Lessons on Life, Hope, Faith, and Time
Mike takes a look at the life of his grandfather and reflects on lessons that he has learned from him
This will be the most serious article 
that I will ever write. Thus, it will prob­
ably be the most serious article of mine 
that you will ever read. I am not trying 
to bring everyone down, but I just 
thought I would give you guys some sort 
of warning.
My grandfather might be the smartest 
man that I have ever met. He knows 
more about music—jazz in particular— 
than anyone else I know. He can listen to 
a single track of jazz and tell you who, 
what, where, and why it was recorded. 
He managed the Stan Kenton Band, a 
rather popular jazz band in the 1950s, 
and went on the majority of their tours. 
He has met every celebrity you can think 
of, from Nat King Cole to Clint 
Eastwood. The walls in his small assist­
ed-living apartment are lined with jazz 
records and Hemingway novels. I think 
that is where I get my taste in books. He 
can rattle off useless facts about history 
and science, and generally, if he’s in a 
good mood, he’ll hold your interest until 
your visit with him is over.
My grandfather, however, like most 
people, has his bad sides. He’s argumen­
tative, he’s very steadfast in his conver­
sations, sometimes stating completely 
ludicrous opinions, and he is a rather 
loud and obnoxious person. (Especially 
when he wants to be.) He wouldn’t win 
father of the year, and he probably would 
not win grandfather of the year. He likes 
to be alone, and often times will let you 
know when he wants to be alone, in a 
rather rude way.
My grandfather will die before this 
article gets in the paper.
Yeah, see? I told you it was going to 
get rough.
I Humbly Retract My Former Statement
by Jackie Kramer ’10
Commentary Editor
POLITICS
Last year I wrote an article entitled, “If 
McCain Wins, I’m Moving.” After giving 
it some thought, I retract that statement. 
Why would I move to Montreal if 
McCain won? Someone is going to have 
to stick around and fight for the rights of 
the people the McCain administration 
would marginalize.
For the past eight years, the Bush 
administration has neglected the needs of: 
•The 3.5 million Americans who experi­
ence homelessness and unaffordable, 
inadequate housing.
•The 234,000 families whose houses 
foreclosed because they had to decide 
between paying the month’s mortgage 
or buying food and gas.
•The immigrants who face nearly impos­
sible standards and expectations yet are 
still penalized, profiled, stereotyped, 
and treated as less than human.
•The millions of students, youth, work­
ers, and elderly who benefit 
from government welfare 
programs, including the 
Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families 
(TANF), Medicare, 
and Medicaid.
•The loved ones and 
families of soldiers 
and the thousands graphic by j
For the majority of my life so far, my 
grandfather could not drive a car, could 
not walk, could not eat by himself, could 
not read or write, and could not see his 
five grandchildren. He had a stroke 
before I was born, leaving the entire 
right side of his body completely para­
lyzed. As a result of the stroke, he also 
went blind. On Columbus Day of my 
sophomore year here, my grandfather 
fell in a local coffee shop igniting a 
close to three-year battle with a broken 
hip, which led to an infection, which led 
to pneumonia, which led to him never 
being able to see those jazz records or 
Hemingway books again. The fall 
stopped him from doing many things 
that he liked to do. That fall did not stop 
him from becoming one of the most 
influential people that I will ever meet.
Throughout my life, my grandfather 
Leo has given me more support than 
anyone else in my family. He has always 
taught me one thing: If you think you’re 
going to fail at something, you will. But 
if you think you will succeed, you will 
succeed. It just takes a little trying and a 
lot of time and a strong will.
The first time I saw him in the hospi­
tal, close to three years ago now, right 
after the fall, I thought that it was the 
end. I thought that I would walk out of 
the hospital room and I would probably 
never see him again. I was wrong. The 
second time I saw him in the hospital I 
thought that I would walk out of the 
room, and never see him again. I was 
wrong again. When I started going to 
visit him in the nursing home, all these 
feelings of doubt and ambiguity would 
creep into my head and I couldn’t help 
but think that every time I saw him 
would be my last. But as my grandfather 
likes to do, he kept proving me wrong. 
Time after time after time.
He’s a strong man. Throughout all of 
this he never once gave up. It would 
have been easier for everyone, including 
himself, if he just gave up. But my
of veterans who are still overseas and 
who, upon their return, receive inade­
quate healthcare and benefits.
•The millions of Americans who still do 
not have healthcare coverage.
•The thousands of students who are 
receiving a sub-standard education, even 
in an age of “No Child Left Behind.” 
McCain spoke of change in his nomi­
nation speech at the Republican National 
Convention in St. Paul on Sept. 4, 2008. 
He said, “In America we change things 
that need to be changed. Each generation 
makes its contribution to our greatness. 
The work that is ours to do is plainly 
before us; we don’t need to search for it. 
We need to change the way government 
does almost everything: From the way we 
protect our security to the way we com­
pete in the world economy; from the way 
we respond to dis­
asters to the way 
we fuel our trans­
portation net­
work; from the 
way we train 
grandfather does not give up. Through 
dealing with his stroke and subsequent 
handicap he has been the true meaning 
of perseverance. He has dealt with 
things that would make many people 
throw in the towel and give the control 
to someone else.
But my grandfather cannot do that. 
It’s just not him.
Hope is a word that is tossed and 
floated around like a plastic bag in the 
wind. Faith is another one of those 
words. His story is a story of faith; a 
story of hope. His story is one that takes 
you down to the very bottom, leaving 
you looking up at a pinhole of light that 
seems light-years away. I hope that his 
story will fill everyone with the same 
kind of faith that he has given me. In my 
upbringing, especially in my college 
years, my grandfather became a beacon 
of both hope and faith: Hope that I can 
live as fulfilling a life as he had led, and 
faith that we will one day meet again and 
talk about nothing until we can’t find 
anything else to talk about.
One of the last memories that I will 
have of my grandfather was a conversa­
tion that took place in a small, single­
windowed hospital room on the out­
skirts of Worcester. In just one of our 
many conversations about nothing, he 
looked at me and asked me what I want­
ed to do with my life. I, as any cool col­
lege junior would reply, blankly stated, 
“Grampy, I’ve still got time, I’ll figure 
it out.”
“We’ve all got time, kid,” he said, 
“Everyone’s got time. Its just how you 
use that time.”
My grandfather will die. It’s a simple 
fact of life. We all will. If that’s a shock 
to you, I’m sorry. Santa’s not real either.
My grandfather’s legacy will never 
die though, especially within me. And if 
I feel like giving up, as I have a tenden­
cy to do, I’ll remember him and I’ll 
smile because I know I have time. We’ve 
all got time.
our workers to the way we educate our 
children.. .we have to change the way we 
do business in Washington.”
I agree. We do need a change in 
Washington. But electing a president who 
voted with Bush more than 90 percent of 
the time does not sound like change to 
me. Obama said in his nomination speech 
at the Democratic National Convention 
in Denver on Aug. 28, 2008, “the greatest 
risk we can take is to try the same old 
politics with the same old players and 
expect a different result.” He added, “For 
over two decades, [McCain] subscribed 
to that old, discredited Republican phi­
losophy: Give more and more to those 
with the most and hope that prosperity 
trickles down to everyone else. In 
Washington they call this the Ownership 
Society, but what it really means is: 
You’re on your own. Out of work? Tough 
luck. No health care? The market will fix 
it. You’re on your own. Born into pover­
ty? Pull yourself up by your own boot­
strap—even if you don’t have boots. You 
are on your own. Well it’s time for them 
to own their failure. It’s time for us to 
change America.”
The country is ready for change. I 
know we will not see that promise and 
progress under an administration 
headed by McCain. But does that 
mean I’m going to run because 1 
am scared for the future of my 
country under another four 
years of a Republican presi­
dent? Nah, I’ll stick around and
fight for that change.
by Michael Pettinari ’09
Commentary Staff
CULTURAL
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Tangents and Tirades
Do as I say, not as I do. Democratic vice presidential nominee Sen. Joe Biden (Del.) 
recently called on Americans to be more patriotic by paying higher taxes. Last week on 
ABC’s Good Morning America, Biden said, “it’s time to be patriotic. . .time to jump in, 
time to be part of the deal, time to help get America out of the rut.” Interestingly, just two 
weeks ago, Sen. Biden and his wife Jill released their tax returns for the years 1998 to 
2007. As National Review correspondent Byron York reports, Biden grossed $2,450,042 
during that time. Of that amount, the Bidens gave a total $3,690 to charity. York writes, 
“Looking at the 10-year total of Biden’s giving, one percent would have been $24,500. 
One half of one percent would have been $12,250. One quarter of one percent would have 
been $6,125. And one eighth of one percent would have been $3,062—just below what 
Biden actually contributed.” To understand what these figures mean in comparison with 
the rest of the country, the national average in annual charitable donations for American 
households is about 2 percent of income. The Bidens donated .2 percent of their earnings 
on a yearly basis.—Mark Scirocco ’10
The worst $1,000,000,000,000 ever spent. By far, the most stupid move this week is 
the $700 billion Wall Street bailout approved by the President and Congress. Continuing 
the idiotic behavior established by the Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac bailout, 
Washington for some reason cannot accept the fact that these are stupid companies that 
made stupid decisions by backing stupid people. In recent years, for the first time since 
the Great Depression, Americans have been spending more money than they actually 
make, especially in terms of buying homes that are much too expensive. While it may 
hurt the economy to let these mortgage giants fail, in the long run the federal bailout 
will only reward irresponsible behavior in the future and has succeeded only in spread­
ing the economic woes over a long period of time. If we are in fact in a recession, we 
can now expect it to go on for several more years at the taxpayers’ expense. If I remem­
ber correctly, we live in a free market society: Let these companies reap what they’ve 
sown.—Andrew Sparks ’09
The best $1,000,000,000,000 ever spent. As most know, the government is spending 
close to a trillion dollars this week to “bail out” the American financial system. To some­
one who doesn’t know exactly what this will entail it may sound overwhelming and 
somewhat ridiculous, however it is the smartest thing the Bush administration has come 
up with in a while. Let me break it down. The banks need money fast. But all they have 
are non-liquid assets such as loans, insurance deals, or mortgages which cannot quickly 
be sold. The government will buy all these assets to give many companies in the finan­
cial sector of the economy the liquid-cash they need to stay afloat. You must understand 
that the money the American taxpayer is spending for this bail-out will not simply evap­
orate. The government will still own all the assets it bought and will at some point sell 
them off. Is this a huge risk? Absolutely. Yet the government could actually end up mak­
ing money by selling off the assets in the future for far more than it originally paid for 
them. I say thumbs up for this plan. It is a big problem and thus requires a big solution; 
the risk of not acting is too simply great.—Joe Sirianni ’10
High Fives & Nose Dives 
High Fives: Five Dollar Foot Longs at Subway. In the words of Annmarie 
Granstrand, “Thanks for keeping it alive. And from keeping college kids out of star­
vation. I feel like every day someone at my house eats fresh.”
Bikes. The number of cyclists has skyrocketed this year! Way to be healthy and 
environmentally friendly, PC kids.
Nose Dives: The college’s change in the structure of incoming Freshman 
Orientation and the subsequent possible end of the Urban Action program. This 
speaks for itself. As a UA veteran, I can wholeheartedly say that this is one of the 
best programs the school has to offer. To dissolve it would be a disservice to the 
incoming freshmen, the UA leaders, and the community.
No more trays in Raymond Cafeteria. It has been three weeks. I wasn’t going to 
write anything about it, but. . . Good for the environment? Maybe. Bad for hot soup 
wielders? Definitely.
Pete Francis at McPhail’s. Nobody was into it, he wasn’t loud enough, people were 
talking. . .the famed lead singer of Dispatch was a disappointment.
—Jackie Kramer ’10
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Nostalgic for the Political 
Passion Seen in the Past
by Matt Miller ’09
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
In a galaxy far, far away there was a 
country. A remarkable nation-state built 
on the arcane maxim, “Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people.” 
Words like freedom, 
democracy, and represen­
tation possessed a myste­
rious, romantic meaning
deep in the hearts of every citizen. Robber 
barons and youthful anarchists alike saw 
themselves as engines for political 
change. Women and minorities blas­
phemed the patriarchal, racist establish­
ment in an effort to gain a meager, paltry 
right. They desired a ballot. A ballot 
which would prove their worth and digni­
ty; a ballot they could brandish as their 
sword of justice.
In today’s frantic world there is a chill­
ing undercurrent of personal alienation. In 
the days of yore, the downtrodden worker 
lamented his status as a “cog in the 
machine.” Modem man sees himself as 
even less than a cog. A cog was something 
tangible, something useful. In contempo­
rary times, man is merely a single byte 
buried inside a microchip. That utter alien­
ation leads to widespread apathy. People 
don’t care. Voting tallies may actually 
depend on the number of beleaguered folks 
who choose to yank themselves away from 
their precious lunch break. The elderly 
would rather zone out to reruns of Matlock 
and Murder, She Wrote than to venture out 
of their assisted-living facilities to partici­
pate in the political process. However, the 
most disheartening development is surely 
the decline of political support among the 
nation’s youth.
The student activists outside of the
1968 Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago did not protest with motives of 
violent chaos. They firmly believed in 
certain ideological tenets which they felt 
were being ignored and discarded. The 
students at Kent State did not die for a 
lack of belief. They nobly and peaceably 
professed their views about political and
social issues only to be brutally repressed 
in the prime of life. Are the young people 
of today scared to fight back? Are we, as 
Americans, content to abandon the signif­
icant issues in favor of a “secure” and 
“successful” future?
It seems to me that our generation is 
coming of age at a crucial and unprece­
dented period in world history. Even 
those of my peers who do not accept 
Former Vice President Al Gore’s “incon­
venient truth” cannot deny the gradual 
dwindling of fossil fuels. The turmoil in 
the banking industry suggests a precari­
ous future for the American economy. 
Globalization has made international 
boundaries porous and unstable, threaten­
ing cultural autonomy all over the globe. 
The AIDS epidemic ravages Africa as I 
write and you read. And then there’s ter­
rorism. That curious fiend opens up a 
whole different can of worms. Rampant 
individualism, in my opinion, is not the 
solution to this sack of problems. Civic 
duty has been nudged to the gutters on the 
boulevard of material triumph.
Voting in the upcoming presidential 
election, granted, probably won’t cure all 
of these diseases. It most likely won’t 
even fix one of them. But as a symbolic 
act, voting for the man who will next rule 
over the great kingdom of America 
wouldn’t exactly hurt. 1 have quite a few 
friends and acquaintances who claim to 
have “given up on politics.” They refuse 
to stoop to the level of “those snakes” and 
disparage the democratic system as a 
“half-baked concoction conceived by the 
wicked aristocratic warlords to subvert 
the masses and expand their own prover­
bial plantations.” Whoa, y’all. I have been 
known to kick around a few conspiracy 
theories in my time, but I don’t know 
about that one. I’ll accept the fact that our 
country has quite a few problems. 
Ignorance. Poverty. Corruption. I’ll give 
you the basics. Nevertheless, the point at 
which we lose hope that things can 
improve, the point at which we accept 
cynicism as a way of life, is the point 
where we dispose of our own identity.
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Cowl  Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let­
ters to the editor from all members of the 
Providence College community, as well as outside 
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer s name, 
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address 
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be 
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is 
given consideration for publication will be con­
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the 
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in 
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to 
700 words in length, and only one will be pub­
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its 
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit 
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion 
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev­
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the
editor are the opinions of the writer only and do 
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed 
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to 
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin 
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at 
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@provi- 
dence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in 
Slavin G05. Ads can be sent to cowlads@provi- 
dence.edu. Call 401-865-2214 with any questions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by 
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition 
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence, 
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
SEEKING:
FUN, OUTGOING, OPINIONATED 
COMMENTARY STAFF IS SEEKING 
A CARTOONIST TO FILL
THE EMPTY SPACE IN THE 
PAGES OF THEIR LIVES.
IF YOU ARE CREATIVE, FUNNY,AND 
CAN DRAW, PLEASE COME TO 
THE COWL OFFICE,
SLAVIN G05, TO PICK UP AN 
APPLICATION TODAY.
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Letters to the Editor:
A school that promotes service and charity should not end Urban Action
In a school that prides itself on being a 
service-oriented Dominican institution, I 
am greatly disturbed and disappointed by a 
recent change made within its walls this 
school year. Hearing of the termination of 
the Urban Action program seemed com­
pletely contradictory to the mission of 
Providence College and the fundamental 
doctrines of the Catholic Church. As 
Catholics, are we not called to a life of sol­
idarity and self-sacrificial service for oth­
ers? As Friars, are we not called to serve, 
alongside our fellow classmates, the 
impoverished neighborhoods located 
directly outside our gated walls? Most 
importantly, as an esteemed Dominican 
college, are we not called to guide and 
direct our future freshmen towards service, 
by helping the less fortunate?
The Urban Action program was estab­
lished so that an organized volunteer pro­
gram could be made open to those students 
who sought more out of their first weeks of 
college than mere binge drinking and 
promiscuity. In my recent application to 
the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, I attributed the
The Perks of Being on a 
‘Reality’ Television Show
      . Besides the awesomeness (yes, that’s a
by Andy Kowal ’10
Commentary Staff
ENTERTAINMENT
Dear Cowl Readers, I am going to 
share something with you—a secret 
about myself—because I feel that we 
have gotten close during the first three 
weeks of school: I am an addict. That is 
right; I am addicted to reality television. 
Especially MTV’s show The Hills. And I 
know that this is considered a complete 
affront to my masculinity, but who 
cares? I am a huge fan of the “real” 
drama that goes down in Hollywood. In 
many ways, I wish that my life was a 
reality show. Granted, it would be very 
boring to everyone watching, so I wish 
that my life was like a reality show—but 
not an actual one.
The first way my life would improve is 
that I would get a soundtrack. Imagine 
after getting in a fight with your signifi­
cant other and, as they try to make things 
better, One Republic’s “Apologize” is 
suddenly blasted all around. Or when you 
are looking particularly good, “I’m Too 
Sexy” is played so that everyone knows 
that you are, in fact, too sexy for your 
shirt. The soundtrack could be problemat­
ic if you are trying to be subtle when alone 
with your significant other and Marvin 
Gaye’s “Let’s Get It On” starts to play, or 
when someone who you do not particular­
ly enjoy comes to talk to you and Elton 
John’s “The Bitch is Back” is there for all 
to hear. It could also be a problem if you 
have a major crush on someone but do not 
want them to know and suddenly Ne-Yo’s 
“Closer” starts playing. For all of the neg­
atives though, I think it is worth it to have 
The Fray’s “Over My Head” play every 
time my professors assign something extra 
that they think I can just add to my work 
load without any problem.
Politics: Youth Should 
Not Give In to Apathy
continued from page 12:
One of the most glaring contradictions in 
America at present is the bogus notion that 
patriotism is the same thing as blind faith. 
According to the “us vs. them” propaganda of 
the Bush administration, the citizens of both 
the country and the world are either with the 
United States or with the terrorists. That bla­
tant oversimplification leaves absolutely no 
area for interpretation of extremely difficult 
and complex issues. It was revolutionary 
thought that shaped this country into the radi­
ant land of liberty it used to be. The Bill of 
Urban Action program as a vital character 
building experience that exposed me to the 
community of Providence outside our 
manicured lawns. Therefore, I was deeply 
saddened to see such a selfless and faith­
based program end. In concept, college 
should be a place of discernment where 
we, the next generation, search for, hear, 
and answer our calling. This could be a call 
to teach, a call to heal, or, in my case, a call 
to serve. Fortunately, that seed of service 
was planted in my first week at Providence 
College during Urban Action, and now, 
four years later, is being harvested. Bring 
back this important and vital program—if 
not for its positive impact on the commu­
nity of Providence, then for the basic call­
ing of solidarity and witness to our duty to 
imitate the life of Christ.
—Claire Shea ’09
Editor’s Note: No official decision to dis­
solve Urban Action has yet been made by 
the Administration.
word) of having a soundtrack, another 
great thing would be that any one of my 
friends who may be annoying me that 
day would instantly become my “frene- 
my.” To those of you who are not reality 
television enthusiasts (and I am slightly 
embarrassed that I know this), a frenemy 
is one of your enemies who is your faux- 
friend, that person who you are friendly 
towards although they may be the bane of 
your existence.
If my life was a reality show I would 
have a narrator. Almost like the one in 
The Wonder Years. I know that is not a 
reality show, but I still love it. The narra­
tor would put everything in my life in per­
spective. If, let’s say, I dropped my plate 
in the middle of the cafeteria the narrator 
might say, “My day didn’t start out well, 
but something amazing was about to hap­
pen that would make me forget all about 
it.” And then I would not feel so bad. 
However if the narrator said “Little did I 
know my day was about to' get 10-times 
worse.” I may get worried. It would be 
worth it if James Earl Jones was the nar­
rator for my life. Who doesn’t love that 
voice? He was Mufasa!
The most important part about having 
life as a reality show is that I would be the 
main character. If I was in a situation and 
couldn’t think of something to say, I 
would all of a sudden have a well-written, 
smart, and witty comment. Everything 
around me would suddenly get much 
more dramatic, however, which is fine as 
long as the drama does not involve me too 
much. But it would be perfectly fine with 
me if there was fighting between two of 
my “friends.”
There are a lot of reasons I wish my 
life was a reality show. I am not going to 
lie, though; the biggest perk would be 
walking down the street hearing 
“Feeling Groovy” while Darth Vader 
narrated my life. Don’t judge; you know 
you want it too.
Rights guarantees any legal citizen the right 
to peaceful assembly. Thomas Jefferson 
informed us of our duty to revolt if ever a 
tyrannical government were to take power. A 
great majority of the youth today view those 
words and promises as antiquated and forgot­
ten. However, these ideals must be revived. If 
the status quo is not regularly prodded by 
“radicals” or “subversives,” then democracy 
actually will disappear. At the dinner table 
this Sunday evening, take a moment to talk 
about religion and politics.
www.TheCowl.com
Raising Money for Zoos 
Raises Questions on Art
The Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums is currently sponsoring an 
online auction of artwork created by ani­
mals. The auction is to raise money for 
zoo conservation efforts, which is certain­
ly a good cause. Paintings have sold for as 
much as $550 or more, but for what exact­
ly are the patrons paying? Is this truly 
“artwork” that they have purchased? 
Certainly, the reason the prices are so high 
is mostly due to the fact that it is a charity 
auction and people are prepared to make a 
sizeable donation, but it is interesting to 
examine the artistic “talent” of these ani­
mals. Can what these animals create truly 
be deemed “art,” or is there some other 
term that more accurately describes it?
"  -----------------------------------
Because the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums 
is using these paintings to 
support the conservation of 
zoo efforts, it is beautiful to 
see how the zoos affect the 
animals they house, as a sort 
of proof that they are 
worth conserving.
----------------------------------- " 
Everyone pretty much agrees that the 
only creature on Earth that possesses what 
we call “rationality” is the human being. 
Art is the creation of something for aes­
thetic reasons, the fashioning of something 
for beauty alone. It can hardly be said that 
a creature without reason could truly 
understand the concept of beauty, and so 
could not be truly understood to be making 
art in that sense. Of course, an animal can 
be trained to lift a brush or to paint with its 
paws, and someone might think the result­
ing colorful painting is beautiful in its own 
right. The art does not come from the ani­
mal, then, but from the viewer’s interpreta­
tion. In this particular instance, another 
factor in the beauty of the painting is the 
fact that the animals trained for so long 
with a human being. It is truly a testament 
Trust: The Gateway to
Higher Learning
continued from page 11:
neglects to trust the student body and, in 
effect, only stunts its growth.
If the Catholic values of this school pro­
mote stewardship and community service, 
then why would punishment for supposed 
infractions with what is deemed to be prop­
er student conduct involve taking away the 
opportunity for service? For instance, why 
would it be deemed appropriate punishment 
to forbid the continuation of a student’s par­
ticipation in a school’s mentoring program 
when the person who suffers the most is a 
sixth-grade boy? By making an example of 
hard-working students and exaggerating dis­
cipline to the point of embarrassing hyper­
bole, the administration makes it difficult for 
even the most fervent Friar fanatic to whole­
heartedly encourage a prospective student to 
enroll at PC.
I’m not a pre-law philosophy major and 
I’m sure there are holes in my argument. 
to the love and care these animals receive 
in their zoos and aquariums that they are 
amenable to this sort of task. Because the 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums is 
using these paintings to support the con­
servation of zoo efforts, it is beautiful to 
see how the zoos affect the animals they 
house, as a sort of proof that they are 
worth conserving. It is exactly the care 
that the trainers use with the animals that 
creates the beauty of the art.
In some cases, the animals did not even 
paint, and it was really as if the trainer 
were the artist. A penguin named Ricky at 
Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia created the 
first painting to sell on the auction, but he 
never lifted a paintbrush. His trainer laid 
out some paint and placed the parchment 
down, then put fish on the other side. 
Ricky was then released to go get the fish, 
traveling through the paint and crossing 
the parchment a couple times, leaving col­
orful prints. In this instance, the penguin 
is not the artist but rather an instrument in 
the painting. It is not unlike a paintbrush 
with a mind of its own. In a way, this is 
arguably a more legitimate form of art in 
certain circles because it is orchestrated 
by a creature of reason and therefore 
appreciation for aesthetics. It is not unlike 
certain abstract painting forms; it might in 
fact be less abstract than many.
When all the different variables are 
taken into account and considered, it 
becomes more and more obvious that 
these paintings are in some way an art 
form. Whether or not the animal itself is 
to be considered an artist with the talent 
of Picasso or Dali is certainly debatable, 
but there is no doubt that aesthetically 
there is some sort of value to their paint­
ings. Furthermore, the trainers who spent 
many hours with the animals have in their 
own ways created a form of art in the ani­
mals. It is not always the artist who 
makes the artwork, but rather the audi­
ence who appreciates the artwork for 
what it may or may not even be. These 
paintings are being sold for the benefit of 
zoos and aquariums all over the world, 
and the reason the artwork is so powerful 
is because it is ensuring the continued 
care and happiness of all the artists, the 
animals who make their home in the var­
ious zoos and aquariums. Regardless of 
their origins, the paintings sold on this 
auction are certainly meaningful in pur­
pose and aesthetic value.
But as a student of History and English, I 
can reflect on the recent events and express 
my disheartened view on the matter. 
Spending hours of every week goofily 
walking backwards around school with 
visitors, sincerely lauding every square 
inch of the campus and every soul that 
treads upon it, I really do love Providence 
College. But for the first time, I’ve had 
conversations with other seniors that con­
clude with “We are probably leaving at a 
good time. The school is changing.”
Change can be good. I support meas­
ures taken to promote a healthy relation­
ship with alcohol. But I cannot support a 
lack of communication, a lack of coopera­
tion, or a lack of trust. Improvements that 
are rushed and demanded with a heavy, 
unrelenting gavel are not sincere improve­
ments. Sadly, this is all we’re allowed to 
learn from this experience.
by Ben Perry TO
Commentary Staff
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One Grain at a Time
Tibetan Monks Visiting the Smith Center Create an 
Astounding Sand Mandala
by John Mango ’10
A&E Asst. Editor
Tibetan monks are making a sand man­
dala in Reilly Gallery. My friend stood 
next to the monks, taking a well-framed 
picture of the construction. The camera 
snap was covered by the rhythmic rustle of 
metal. I wasn’t sure what I was actually 
seeing. I am sure that I 
can’t explain to you 
precisely what a man­
dala is. Beyond its pat- 
of 
ART
FEATURE
terned construction, an undulation 
angles and curves surrounding a 
deeply ornate center, it 
exists as a focused 
experience. I 
make
no apologies for the pretension that gels in 
this article, as standing outside a mandala 
and attempting to capture it with anything 
but the most direct human abilities 
requires me to step out of those bonds of 
rigid reporting.
I will not give you a history lesson, 
maybe just an inkling as to the giant stew 
of culture that supports the mandala’s past. 
An ancient practice of construction in 
Hindu and Buddhist art, the mandala has 
come to embody different aspects of exis­
tence. Carl Jung saw it as a representation 
of the varying states of the human psyche, 
a journey through the self to oneness; other 
practices see it as a unity of all things. 
Oneness? This rings to me of Neo­
Platonism. Maybe, the comparison can be 
drawn, as it’s difficult not to be drawn to 
the center, the essence of the construction. 
But in neo-Platonism, there is a disgust for 
the material, as a mucky mask of the true 
identity of existence. In the mandala, 
everything is beautiful. Colors are strong, 
and the patterns are vibrant.
“ft is made of crushed marble” 
explained one monk. The colored sand 
is powdered marble. The same 
immovable material that laid the lit­
eral foundations of Western Culture, 
\ the Pillars of Athens, here, a fine 
dust that is nothing without the 
rest.
The design is outlined on a 
table where the monks work 
six hours a day, laying the 
sand through the use of two 
ridged conical tubes that 
  release a few grains at a 
time when the two metal 
pieces are rubbed together. The
have
of
process itself is daunting. And 
requires concentration. An enor­
mous amount. The sand cannot be 
undone.
The mandala is being made between 
September 21 and the 27. On Saturday it 
will be destroyed, deconstructed, of 
course, the sand itself won’t be...dam­
aged, simply rearranged, blessed, and 
washed into the river. A week of work will 
be washed away. It is the impermanence of 
things. There is no pretension behind these 
constructions.
I have owned six cell phones. And 
every one of them was the one that would 
last long past the point where cell phones 
have become a dead technology. Sand 
mandalas 
been made for 
thousands 
years, and every 
one of them is 
washed away after 
its construction. I 
feel as if some 
snippets of eastern 
culture might pos­
sibly have a 
stronger grasp of 
the transience of 
material objects 
than I do.
Part of the cre­
ation of the man­
dala in Reilly is 
a celebration of 
Tibetan art as a 
whole, an effort 
to preserve a cul­
ture that has been 
jettisoned from
MATT LONGOBARDI ‘ 10/THE COWL
A Meticulous Work Week: The Smith Center’s Reilly Gallery 
was the venue for art in progress.
JOHN VAGHI ‘ 10/THE COWL
their home by the Chinese govern­
ment. It is through our exposure to 
these practices, rituals, that Tibetan 
paradigms might continue to roll on. 
Professor Norton, the organizer of this 
event, encourages everyone to attend 
the destruction of the mandala on 
Saturday from 2 to 4pm.
Seeing a room full of people, silent, 
enraptured by the song of two metal tubes, 
is nearly as impressive as the mandala 
itself, nearly.
It's hard not to feel bad for the Emmys; they don't have the content prestige of the Oscars 
nor the homey camp of Soap awards. When it comes to watching the Emmys or Hole in 
the Wall reruns... pretty tough choice. That being said, there were a few pleasant surprises 
this year, a few quartz stones in the rubble if you will. Tina Fey was all over the place, 
including her lazy eye along with Alec Baldwin's second chin. These moments are not to 
be missed. On the other hand, neither is Hole in The Wall. The following is an unpaid 
overview of the best of the mediocre to come out of the slightly vaunted festival.
Charmingly Back from the Bloated 
and the Dead:
Outstanding Lead Actor for a Comedy 
Series: Alec Baldwin, 30 Rock
He was great in The Hunt For Red 
October, and now he's deadpan hilarious 
in 30 Rock.
Too Sweet for Words:
Outstanding Original Music and Lyrics: 
Jimmy Kimmel Live, Song: I'm F***ing 
Matt Damon.
Sarah Silverman and Jimmy Kimmel 
were such a lovely couple. I wish they 
hadn't broken up. At least this song is 
chuckle-worthy.
Most Obvious Winner:
Best Choreography: So You Think You Can Dance? 
The dancers won the award for the best dancing. 
Redundancy is redundant.
The Hottest Thing Going in America:
Too Many Awards To List: Tina Fey
She's Sarah Palin! She's in commercials! She's in 
lots of magazine ads! She's funny and relatively 
pretty! Tina Fey has captured our neurotic hearts.
I Wish I Had Heard Something About This?
Winner of Multiple Awards: John Adams
This had Paul Giamatti, everyone's favorite balding 
middle-aged man (his role in The Truman Show, jaw 
dropping). Apparently this mini-series was actually 
pretty good, good enough to watch over King of The 
Hill.
UNCOMFORTABLY DULL by John Mango TOA&E Asst. Editor
The Emmys Fail To Deliver Primetime 
Thrills Despite Modest Efforts
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The Next Buffalo Soldier
From Live 8 to ‘64 Hall,
Emmanual Jal’s Performance Venues 
Range as Far as He’s Come
by Neil Andrew Francisco ’10 
A&E Staff
I’ve always had a knack for rappers 
who spread a message. With many people 
complaining about how rap is all about 
guns, drugs, sex, and violence, it is 
always nice to see a change in the system. 
The first rappers rapped about struggle 
from rags to riches and living the 
American Dream, not about sex and vio­
SONIC360
The former child soldier turned hip hop artist 
will be performing in ‘64 Hall on Wednesday, 
Oct. 1st.
lence. The past decade has seen a lot of 
this. Rappers such as Talib Kweli have 
come on the scene with more than just 
drugs to talk about. They have an actual 
story to tell. Emmanuel Jal has probably 
got the most interesting story to tell.
Bom in the middle of a war-tom Sudan, 
Emmanuel Jal was taken from his home 
around the age of six or seven to fight 
alongside the rebel army in Sudan’s Civil 
War. For years he was carrying 
weapons larger than he was and 
fought as a soldier. His mother 
became a war casualty, and his 
father was already a figure within 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement. His father sent him to 
war with the words, “You cannot 
cry, you are a soldier.” This soldier 
mindset dates back to the time of 
the Romans, and has been proven 
to be still prominent today. Jal’s 
military career went on until he 
reached the age of thirteen. 
At that age, Jal saw hundreds of his 
war-tom fellow soldiers being 
pushed into difficult spots with the 
risk of death. There was hope for 
him, though. Emma McCune, a 
British aid worker, took Emmanuel 
and brought him to safety in Nairobi, 
Kenya. There, he went to school. 
After a few months under Emma 
McCone’s care and aid, she passed 
away, leaving a young Emmanuel in 
pain again after the traumatic experi­
ence he had had at war.
Jal turned to music to help ease the pain. 
Music is, after all, the cure to (nearly) all 
pain. 2005 saw the release of Gua, his first 
album. Gua in his native tongue means 
peace. The title track to the album reached 
the top spot in Kenya, and earned him a spot 
on the Live 8 Concert in the UK. This past 
June, he took the stage with big name artists 
such as Alicia Keys and Damian Marley to 
celebrate the 90th birthday of Nelson 
Mandela, the former President of South 
Africa. His latest album, Warchild, was 
released this past May. Also, his autobio-
“You cannot 
cry, you are a 
soldier.”
graphical documentary won the 
Audience Choice Award at the TriBeCa 
Film Festival.
Jal’s story, however, is not that simple. 
When asked about his first experiences 
with music, he said that he discovered 
and started it in church. The reason is 
that church, for Jal, was the only place 
where he could find hope. After losing 
Emma, there wasn’t a very good feeling 
going through his veins, but music set
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him free like it has done for so many of 
us ordinary folk.
He has stated that he used to listen to a lot 
of Bob Marley in his youth, songs such as 
“Get up, Stand up” reached out to his former 
soldier mentality. With this, he became more 
and more interested in music, participating in 
local contests within his village. These con­
tests were a lot like underground hip-hop 
battles, except it was all a cappella.
This is a rapper with a story to tell. In 
this case, it’s an amazing story. Many 
rappers have rapped about their strug­
gle being raised in urban areas of the 
United States, but this man was raised 
as a soldier in the Sudanese Civil War. 
Now, he raps about peace, much like 
his predecessors, including Bob 
Marley. Raised as a soldier for a rebel 
army, he is now fighting for peace, and 
wants you to join him. 
Emmanuel Jal is coming to Providence 
College on Oct. 1st. For more informa­
tion on him, please visit 
http://www.emmanueljal.org/
Collect the Whole Set
Another Ex-Dispatcher Plays for PC Crowds
by Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff
It was with some shock and plenty of 
excitement that I learned a couple weeks 
ago that Pete Francis Heimbold, one mem­
ber of the former powerhouse of raw talent 
and musical ingenuity known to some as 
Dispatch (and to the diehard fans as a 
would-be One Fell Swoop, were it not for 
Pete Francis and crew provide elevator-like music in 
McPhail’s last Saturday night.
fate and copyright laws), would be playing 
a free show in McPhail’s on Saturday, Sept. 
20. Could it really/be true—one third of 
one of the most successful indie bands in 
history was going to be kicking Classic 
Trax out of lower Slavin for a night, and I 
wouldn’t have to pay anything to see him?
I guess it shouldn’t have come as such a 
surprise. Providence College has already 
hosted Braddigan, the new band of Brad 
Corrigan, another former 
’Spatcher, as the opening 
act for The Roots at the 
Spring ’08 concert. 
Maybe State Radio, proj­
ect of third and final band 
member Chad Urmston, 
will be next if the Green 
Party gamers a larger fol­
lowing on campus. 
Stranger things have been 
known to happen. But last 
weekend, we had 
Heimbold, and it was 
with much anticipation 
and . curiosity that I 
traipsed into McPhail’s 
on Saturday night.
The show opened with 
Tim Bergeron ‘12, whose 
Jason Mraz-esque voice 
got the acoustic vibe 
going with a mix of origi­
nal songs and covers. One 
of his own, “Eyes,” fea­
tured a Kanye West/Will 
Smith interlude, much to 
the crowd’s delight. His 
covers included The 
Beatles’ “Hide Your Love 
Away” and whatever the 
audio-equivalent to a spit­
ting-image rendition of “The Remedy” by 
Jason Mraz. Bergeron was personable and 
talented, and his set was a promising start 
to the night.
After a (fairly long) break between sets, 
representatives from WDOM (one of the 
event’s sponsors, along with BOP and 
McPhail’s) invited, or rather prodded, the 
crowd to gather near the stage. (Side note: 
it’s sad that we have to be instructed on 
how to attend a show that doesn’t involve 
multiple renditions of “Don’t Stop 
Believing;” see Ben Perry’s Sept. 18 com­
mentary.) Heimbold and his touring part­
ner, guitarist Boo Reiners, took the stage.
I cannot imagine many things tougher 
than creating a solo act to follow mem­
bership in a band as known and loved as 
Dispatch, and the enthusiasm with which 
Heimbold’s renditions of Dispatch songs 
were greeted compared to his originals 
was markedly different. “Carry You,” 
“Bridges,” “Bullet Holes,” “Two Coins,” 
and “Lightning” were received with 
much applause and singing-along. It was 
so good to hear these old favorites, but I 
couldn’t help noticing the vacant gaze 
Heimbold took on between the guitar 
solos. It must be bittersweet to gain so 
much recognition only as one part of a 
group when he’s trying to further his solo 
career. For better or worse, it was clear 
that these were the songs the crowd pre­
ferred.
All the same, many of Heimbold’s solo 
songs were more than decent. “Burning 
the River,” “Armies of Angels,” and 
“Shooting Star and the Ambulance” were 
probably his best performed last night. 
“Heavenly Boat” is also a great song, but 
its slow, soulful rhythm wasn’t at home in 
the McPhail’s Saturday atmosphere.
The energy of the show often dwindled, 
possibly because Heimbold lacks a band. 
Although Ritter, whom Heimbold praised 
throughout the night, can certainly shred 
the guitar, the songs would have had much 
more strength if a drummer and a bass gui­
tarist had accompanied the duo. Without 
the extra “oomph” of these supporting 
instruments, an audience is easily distract­
ed from a performance. Case in point: by 
the end of Heimbold’s set, approximately 
one quarter of the people who had filled 
McPhail’s at the beginning of the night 
remained. In a somewhat sad moment, 
Heimbold repeatedly urged the meager 
crowd to dance to “Johnny Ocho’s 
Lullaby,” a song from his new album, The 
Iron Sea and the Cavalry. Unfortunately, 
un-wooed by the passivity of the music, 
many audience members were involved in 
their own conversations, planning out the 
rest of the night, and already mentally 
checked out of the concert.
Without a doubt, Heimbold is an excep­
tionally talented musician, and the event’s 
sponsors should be lauded for their choice, 
which put many true-blue Dispatch fans 
into ecstasy last weekend. Nevertheless, to 
command the full attention of a crowd and 
to break free from the role of the-third- 
guy-from-Dispatch, Heimbold needs to 
energize his set with a band and connect 
more with the audience (although a couple 
shout-outs to RA Michaela McDonald ’ 10 
and the “teacher in the house,” Meg Ryan 
’08, were well received). Thanks to BOP, 
WDOM, and McPhail’s for the opportuni­
ty to see an old favorite; here’s hoping he 
finds some new confidence.
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Kartabar
280 Thayer Street 
(401)331-8111
Normally, I am whole-heartedly against 
the use of narrative when reviewing 
restaurants. But I make a special exception 
in this case.
It was the twenty-first night of 
September and love was not only chang­
ing the minds of pretenders and chasing 
the clouds away, but it was also the night I 
gained an immense “out of classroom” 
learning experience that I’d like to share 
with you, my treasured reader.
Lesson I: When driving down Smith 
Street towards downtown with two of 
your housemates, be careful when passing 
the Gulf gas station because sometimes 
idiot Rhode Island drivers blindly pull out 
into traffic with gleeful smiles and whack 
the side of your roommate’s innocently 
blue Honda Accord. It’s the pits. Keep in 
mind. This will be what the fuzz refer to 
as a “hit and run.” The vehicular heathen 
will speed away without any regard for 
you or your companions.
Lesson 2: Do not expect your dinner 
plans to remain at the designated time 
because now you are parked on Holden 
Street in downtown Providence, talking to 
the PPD’s dispatcher, while waiting for the 
5-0’s arrival. Special note: When the 
police do arrive, they will be on bicycles. 
They will have “booked it from Wal-Mart” 
where the last run-in occurred. They will 
also not be interested in your approval of 
their “going green” but are willing to spar 
in playful dialogue (i.e. “So what are you 
ladies studying at PC besides Miller 
Light?”). This jovial conversation will 
conclude with: “Okay, thanks for every­
thing. See you when our house gets bro­
ken into since you’ve made it clear it’s a 
statistical impossibility for it not to!”
To be honest, the policemen were pretty 
good guys and got us back on our road to 
a fine meal over on Angell Street where we 
would effortlessly meet our next lesson.
Lesson 3: If Al Gore invented the inter­
net, he needs to fix it. When you google 
“Providence Bookstore Cafe,” it will 
return seemingly valid hits that lead you to 
believe such a place exists. Turns out—it 
doesn’t. So since my friends are the most
ANNMARIE GRANSTRAND ‘09/THE COWL
accommodating and supportive bunch, we 
turned lemons into lemonade and basical­
ly walked into the next restaurant we saw.
Luckily, we made the right choice by 
stopping on Thayer Street to read the spe­
cials on the chalkboard outside of 
Kartabar. Remembering it as a place for 
“fancy biddie drinks,” I was initially not 
too keen on spending my Sunday dinner in 
a place littered with Sex and the City bev­
erages. Then we met Jeremy.
Jeremy, our server, was the pleasant 
face my friends and I needed. Waiting for 
us with a leather booth and a lovely pais­
ley red tie, I was lulled into a soothing 
state of security amidst the dim lighting 
and Latin background music as Jeremy 
quickly quenched our thirst with ice water. 
Granted, we were very hungry and very 
frazzled after the Cops-on-Bikes-Fest but 
Jeremy unknowingly stepped up to the 
plate in our time of need.
The restaurant/bar offers intimate seat­
ing, scattered tea candles, and a well- 
stocked bar. Looking around, the number 
of tables with couples interlocking fingers 
over fancy martini glasses was nicely bal­
anced by those watching the large projec­
tion screen of the Green Bay/Dallas game. 
The back wall held a large postmodern 
“so messy it’s cool” painting which 
matched the amber and evergreen translu­
cent room divider in the rear.
Without any need for delay, my compan­
ions and I ordered the Barcelona Shrimp 
($10) as an appetizer. Covered in a garlic 
and creamy red pepper sauce, the finely 
diced pancetta and large shrimp 
(Oxymoron? Giggity Giggity.) on thinly- 
sliced Italian bread was more than satisfac­
tory. While waiting for our entrees, we hap­
pened to glance at the extensive drink 
menu. I ordered one of the few beers on 
tap, Blue Moon ($4), while my of-age pal 
very maturely enjoyed a glass of Pinot 
Grigio ($6). With an astounding 37 kinds 
of martinis and five different kinds of 
mojitos, we weren’t quite ready to test 
them out. This is partly because many of 
them were promiscuously named and you 
don’t order a drink entitled “The Sexy 
Alligator” on the Lord’s Day, especially 
when it consists of Malibu, Midori 
Liqueur, vanilla vodka, pineapple juice, 
Jager, and Chambord. Sassy reptile drinks 
are more of a Friday evening beverage.
Our entrees arrived and I’m still playing 
over in my mind the moment Jeremy 
placed that plate of heavenly goodness in 
front of me. Pan-roasted Chicken ($17) 
covered in proscuitto, paired with 
Balsamic-dressed greens, and high quality 
mashed potatoes, is something everyone 
with a functioning sense of taste should 
enjoy. Across the table from me, my self­
proclaimed overly critical friend was 
engaged in a bacon-wrapped filet and a 
“really great, salty, buttery asparagus 
experience.” My other friend, being well- 
versed in the world of the Food Network, 
was reduced to speechlessness after her 
plate of Stuffed Sole in a light vodka 
sauce. “Guys, use your words,” I pleaded. 
“There are none,” they chorused.
Around the time Bob Costas began his 
half-time analysis of Green Bay’s 
Defensive Coordinator, Bob Sanders, and 
how his career with the Packers compared 
to his four seasons as Miami’s linebacker 
coach, we finished eating. The vibe of the 
restaurant would become less football- 
focused and more “dancing dude in 
Armani Exchange drinking a bottled 
Heineken Light”-focused. In the spirit of 
the saucy twenty-somethings around us, 
we tried a drink called the Flaming 
Espresso Martini. Composed of Stoli, 
vanilla vodka, espresso, Frangelico hazel­
nut liqueur, Irish cream liqueur, and coffee 
liqueur, it was mostly cool cause it was on 
fire. As my roommate so effectively put it: 
“It tastes like a car bomb and that makes 
me nervous.” After the $10.50 it cost us, it 
ended up tasting like chocolate lighter fluid.
Common sense will tell you that when 
the Kingsford chocolate drink doesn’t do it 
for you, it’s time to order dessert. 
Relishing our last moments of the week­
end, we indulged in a homemade creme 
brulee ($7) and a chocolate souffle ($7). 
To say that we treated ourselves is to cut 
ourselves some slack. Those last couple 
treats were the finishing touches of a fan­
tastic meal. Although I admit I pass certain 
judgment on a place who names Smirnoff 
Ice its beer special, Kartabar comes highly 
recommended. The greatest lesson of the 
twenty-first night of September was not 
only to wear a seatbelt, befriend police- 
men/reluctant cyclists, and to make sure 
restaurants actually exist, but to keep an 
open mind. Just as I know no one would 
judge an Alaskan governor by her US 
Weekly or Vogue photo-shopped spread, 
one shouldn’t judge a restaurant solely on 
its fancy drink menu. Both may appear 
merely pretty and attractive on the surface 
but dig deeper and you’ll find something 
more, like the ability to make your voice 
sound like the mom from Bobby’s World.
The Future of Fake Music
Nahuel Fanjul Reviews the Next Rock Band Installment
by Nahuel Fanjul ’ll
A&E Staff
Finally, the second installment of 
the “be a fake band” game has come 
out! Harmonix released Rock Band 
2 for the Xbox 360 on Sept. 14, and 
the party favorite is said to be avail­
able for Playstation 2, Playstation 3, 
and Nintendo Wii before the year is 
over. This new addition to the series 
was long awaited, and it could not 
have come any sooner.
I’ve already spent about a full 
days time rocking out (mostly on the 
drums) on this game, and have had 
no complaints. The game play is all 
too similar to the first Rock Band, in 
which you hit the note when it pass­
es the screen, and the band can con­
sist of a guitarist, a bassist, a drum­
mer, and a singer, but still does not 
have to include all four. Still some new 
additions have made the already great 
game even better.
First, the hammer-on and pull-off fea­
ture has been improved, making the guitar 
solos a little easier. In the first game, the 
hammer-on and pull-off feature was
pedestrian at best, but with the new game, 
you can hit streaks of notes easily with 
only one strum of the “string.” Second, the 
create-a-character mode makes you feel a 
little like God with the endless possibilities 
(I created a guitarist that resembles Sloth 
from The Goonies). Third, and best new 
feature is that all the extra songs bought for 
the first Rock Band can still be played on 
this new version with no need to pay for 
them again. You can just send them from 
the first game to the system’s memory, and 
just like that you have the first game’s 
songs on the new Rock Band.
As far as the song list goes, it is 
probably the best I’ve seen for any 
“pretend rocker” game (including 
the whole Guitar Hero series). The 
game comes with over 80 songs 
from five different decades, and it 
is said that by the end of the year 
that about 500 songs will be avail­
able for playing, including the 
whole Rock Band I set list. Also, 
these are all re-mastered recording, 
which means that there are no more 
lame covers of the songs that sound 
nothing like the originals.
The new set list is long, but here 
is a taste: Alanis Morssette’s “You 
Oughta Know,’* Allman Brothers’ 
“Ramblin’ Man,” Billy Idol’s 
“White Wedding Pt.l,” Duran 
Duran’s “Hungry Like the Wolf,” 
Journey’s “AnyWay You Want It,” 
Rage Against the Machine’s 
“Testify,” Survivor’s “Eye of the
Tiger,” and The Who’s “Pinball Wizard.” 
These songs, plus others by Bob Dylan, 
Rush, Megadeth, and Interpol make this 
new set list lovable by all and an irre­
sistible game.
GRADE: A
A&E Editor
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Phantom Film Falls Flat
British Funny Man Can’t Save Trite American Rom-Com
by John Vaghi ’10 
Associate Editor-in-Chief
What better way to persuade an irreverent­
ly misanthropic flitch to change his outlook 
on life than death. Of course, I’m not talking 
about death in the traditional sense of dying, 
more so in the in your face kind of death 
where ghosts constantly badger you until you 
reluctantly give in to their pleas for help. 
That’s basically the premise for Ghost Town; 
the David Koepp directed romantic comedy 
starring British sensation Ricky Gervais. 
Instead of casting the reliably bland likes of 
Ryan Reynolds or Matthew McConaughey (I 
guess misanthropes aren’t supposed to be that 
chiseled), Ghost Town took a chance on 
Gervais, the pudgy, baby-faced star of the 
original BBC Office, in what was his first 
major film role.
Playing the role of New York City dentist 
Bertram Pincus, Gervais transforms the tradi­
tional two dimensional romantic hunk into a 
lovable and snarky, albeit goofy looking 
loner. When a routine surgery gone awry 
leaves Pincus dead for several minutes, he 
returns to life with the uncanny ability to see 
dead people and is forced to interact with their 
brooding, sundry souls.
Greg Kinnear is solid as the adulterous 
Frank Herlihy, a pestering ghost felled in his 
womanizing prime by New York City mass 
transit (and is apparently also the only one 
whose brains carried over with him into the 
afterlife) who ultimately convinces Pincus to 
break up the impending marriage of his 
widow, Gwen (the perpetually adorable Tea 
Leoni). Predictably, Pincus falls for Gwen 
and, after a few off-handed quips about 
mummy organs (“looks like he died happy”), 
Ghost Town goes on a shamelessly tear jerk­
ing crusade about living a life of solidarity 
with others.
Armed with his typical British wit, Gervais 
carries the film past the normal threshold of
The Finer  
brews in   
Life
by C.W. Tompkins ’09 
A&E Asst. Editor
You, the casual consumer, may only be 
familiar with this distinct label thanks to 
Euro Cup ads or the chest of British mid­
fielder Steven Gerard (that is if you’re an 
international soccer fan), but Carlsberg 
Pilsner is one of the biggest Danish 
imports, behind novelty Viking helmets 
and Northern Atlantic herring. It blows 
other Northern European macro brews 
like Heineken and Becks right out of the 
water.
Carlsberg is your classic pilsner, which is 
basically a premium pale lager. Our beer 
this week has a clear pale golden complex­
ion with a fizzy light head that leaves little 
or no lacing on the glass. You can expect 
the carbonation to be abundant and 
refreshing. The grassy Copenhagen barley 
will most likely be the first thing you 
notice once you take a whiff. The aroma is 
also very hoppy. From the tap you should 
expect a really malty taste with the hops 
appearing for a bitter finish.
You might want to be careful with 
Carlsberg out of the bottle because it has a 
tendency to get skunked in transit (it’s a 
long way from Denmark). Also a lot of the 
specialty pubs around here tend to let the 
bottles linger in the coolers a little long. So 
if your first experience with Carlsberg isn’t 
the best try to give it another shot some­
where down the road.
We are looking at a good session beer 
here. It won’t sit too heavy in the stom­
ach and it’s a good crisp beer with any 
meal. I suggest grabbing some waffle 
fries and kicking it on the couch with 
some friends to catch the Champions 
League game. I know Wickenden Pub 
and Ri-Ra have a bottled Carlseberg. 
Sometimes Nocera’s has it in a six-pack 
but Nikki’s always has it. Skal!
its genre, shelling out enough dry sarcasm 
and awkward dentist jokes to take down a 
horse (after his colonoscopy, a cheery 
employee tells Pincus that he should “come 
back soon,” to which he disgustedly yawps 
“what a terrible thing to say in a hospital”).
In the end, though, the only ghost town 
was the movie theater. While Gervais did 
his part to make the film stand out from the 
typical romantic comedy, the laughter was 
too few and far between and his efforts 
only churned up a ripple amongst a sea of 
grey. It was clear that Gervais was being 
held back perhaps in an effort not to alien­
ate the hopeless romantics in the theater 
looking for a feel-good time (a feel-good 
idea if there was actually anyone in the 
theater [the movie racked in a paltry $5 
million in its opening weekend]).
Daily Show staple Aasif Mandvi added to 
the humdrum as Gervais’ co-worker, the 
severely disappointing Dr. Prashar. Mandvi’s 
lovably brash humor was absent throughout, 
and we were left with a mundane dentist try­
ing to bring out Gervais’ human qualities 
(begging one to wonder if the only reason he 
was casted was so that his Indian heritage 
could serve as fodder for Pincus to subtly 
poke fun at).
Feel like getting off campus 
for shopping or dining out???
Plan to take the Saturday Shopping Shuttle 
to one of these two local area shopping 
centers!! It’s free and convenient!
The Crossing at Smithfield 
Sept 13th, 27th 
Oct 4th, 18th 
Nov 1st, 15th
The shuttle will depart from the rear of 
Raymond Hall at 2pm, 3pm and 4pm.
The shuttle will leave from the Target 
at the shopping center at 
3:30pm,4:30pm, and 5:30pm.
Any questions?? Please call the SAIL Office at x2211.
Still, Ghost Town nobly establishes its own 
sincere sense of morality (sort of a less funny 
version of Muppet Christmas Carol); riding 
along on a trusty donkey (the horse was too 
strung out on irony) in the vapor trails of that 
Einstein quote “only a life lived for others is 
worth living.” And as many times as that 
theme is overdone, outdone and overplayed 
throughout any medium, there is still some­
thing new to learn from it each time since it 
can never be outlasted.
Sadly, that newfound knowledge amounts 
to only a newfound mistrust of New York 
City bus drivers and a wariness of shoddy 
anesthesiologists. And if anyone paused long 
enough to consider the absurdity of a poten­
tial romance between Gervais and Leoni, 
they might have missed those redemptive 
hiccups the film tossed in towards the end 
(Gervais subsequently scared those corny, 
heartfelt anomalies out of the film with his 
trite haircut and trivial wardrobe courtesy of 
the local haberdashery). It was about a man 
in search of that unabashed squiggle in the 
linear makeup of his life. And while Gervais 
ultimately found his, Ghost Town probably 
should have been the one looking.
GRADE: C+
The Lincoln Mall
Sept 20th
Oct 11th, 25th
Nov 8th, 22nd
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Picks 
of the 
Wook
By Matt Longobardi 10 
Photo Editor
Movie
Son of
Rambow
Directed by Garth Jennings
Unfortunately this heartwarming 2007 
British comedy never hit theatres in 
Providence, but don't let that keep it 
off your Netflix queue. Son of 
Rambow depicts William Proudfoot, a 
young boy growing up in England in 
the 1980s, whose family's religious 
beliefs prohibit him from watching TV. 
Will's life takes a turn when he 
befriends a bully at school and watch­
es a bootleg of Rambo: First Blood. 
Will's imagination is inspiring as he 
attempts to make a movie in which he 
stars as the son of Rambo; the story 
of friendship and (film making) will 
undoubtedly put a smile on your face.
Music
Hold on Now, Youngster... 
Los Campesinos! 
Arts&Crafts
Los Campesinos!' debut album from 
earlier this year will immediately get 
stuck in your head upon listening. The 
album is short, sweet, full of energy, 
British accents, upbeat melodies, and 
at times slightly darker lyrics. You 
won't be able to get enough of "My 
Year In Lists" (youtube the video) and 
"This is How You Spell 'HAHAHA, We 
Destroyed the Hopes and Dreams of 
a Generation of Faux-Romantics'" 
(longest song title ever). If you like 
what you hear, Los Campesinos! 
sophomore release, We Are 
Beautiful, We Are Doomed, is out this 
November on Arts&Crafts.
Book
No Country 
For Old Men 
by Cormac 
McCarthy
You probably caught the Coen broth­
ers' amazing adaptation of No 
Country for Old Men last year, but 
you may have missed McCarthy's 
2005 novel that started it all. While 
the movie is very true to the book, 
the novel really lets you get in to the 
head of Sheriff Ed Tom Bell, as it 
switches back and forth between the 
Sheriffs first-person narration and a 
third-person narrator. In many ways 
the novel gets at the core of each 
character far more effectively than 
the movie ever could. A great read 
for fans of the film or lovers of con­
temporary American literature.
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Muddled
by Katie Caliva ’10 
Portfolio Editor
“Excuse me?”
The voice was soft, tentative even. In 
fact, the voice was so soft and tentative 
that at first I didn’t even realize that I was 
being addressed.
ESSAY “Excuse me.”
The second time the voice 
was louder, more emphatic, 
and was demanding that I snap out of my 
little bubble of introspection to pay atten­
tion to it. The second time the voice suc­
cessfully pulled me out of my reverie and 
into the reality that was the interior of the 
dear old RIPTA Route 55 (the 12:46 pm 
inbound, just in case you were wondering).
“Excuse me, but do you know when the 
AMTRAK station stop is?”
The speaker looked like your average 
PC girl: Italian-Irish descent, American 
Eagle sweatshirt, and an oversized design­
er purse that she was pretending was real­
ly an overnight bag. She was pretty and 
looked like she would normally be much 
more poised and confident, provided that 
she was no longer in a situation that 
required her pulling a piece of cord at 
exactly the right moment in order to be 
able to get off the bus at the correct stop, 
the location of which she did not know.
As I explained the relative proximity of 
the AMTRAK stop to the current position 
of the bus and then returned to my own 
thoughts, I realized that she was a fresh­
man. This wasn’t a particularly difficult 
conclusion to draw, since any given PC 
student who has ever taken the RIPTA any­
where knows where to get off for 
AMTRAK. What was surprising, however, 
was that she should ask me. It made me 
wonder if there is something in my aura 
that screams, “I’ve been around these parts 
for a bit so if you have any questions feel 
free to ask and I’ll most likely know the 
answer, give you a smile and a pat on the 
head and then send you off on your merry 
underclassman way.”
Musings of a Jumbled Junior
I’m only being slightly facetious here 
because I remember recognizing this in 
students myself. As a freshman, and even 
as a sophomore, you just sort of know who 
is in your boat and who has moved on to a 
bigger, better, and more seaworthy craft.
The surprise then came not in her sens­
ing a certain element of upperclassmen- 
ness in general, but rather in her getting 
that vibe from me. I kept thinking about 
this long after she had disappeared into the 
train station and I had settled myself down 
in Borders with a medium Americano and 
the latest issue of The New Yorker. I kept 
asking myself about the exact moment that 
I crossed this threshold, and, amazingly 
enough, I actually came up with an answer.
Last May I participated in a milestone 
event for PC students. Like so many 
College-sponsored celebrations it involved 
Physiognomy of Universal TIme
by Alex BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff
Time is an Illusion
To create Confusion
In the Human Mind.
In seeking It we find
That there is None:
It is no Deviation 
From Objective Truth 
-Some faceless Chronometer- 
That our Brains blur Seconds, Minutes, Hours 
Into Moments of Their Own.
And thus are We differentiated 
Through our individual Appeals to Chaos.
Which have been quelled 
By the Reigns of Locke’s Tacit Consent
To a Social Contract 
Of Humanity’s catholic Clock. 
From which our Delusion ticks.
large crowds of people on Slavin Lawn, 
lines that were long for no apparent reason, 
and Sodexo hamburgers. Any inconven­
ience (or lameness) was ignored, though.
This was the Done With Civ barbeque, 
the time when sophomores came together 
to rejoice over the end of cookie cutter 
essays, excerpted texts, and the fact that 
Western Civilization did in fact develop 
and will continue to do so regardless of 
how many hours a week we spend in More 
Hall. (I actually really loved DWC. I mean 
I loved so much that I debated the merit of 
the Civ program with one of my professors 
on an almost weekly basis. But even I was 
glad to be done with it.)
But there was a catch to this barbeque 
that no one mentioned to us. It was a catch 
that I became aware of somewhere 
between picking up our gloating T-shirts 
and sitting down on the grass with my 
food, but that I did not understand the 
import of until a nervous freshman asked 
me where the AMTRAK station was.
Being done with Civ also means being 
halfway done with college. This barbeque 
was not just the starting point to a night of 
triumphant revelry that was four semesters 
in the making. This barbeque was a turning 
point, a crossing of threshold, and various 
other cliches that indicate the passage of 
time. It was that evening that we ceased to 
be the youngsters, it was that evening that 
we became potential role models, it was 
that evening that turned us into PC answer 
boxes for the confused new kids.
Life is scarier this side of Civ. The “Real 
World” seems a hell of a lot closer and 
more intimidating on this side and I find 
myself increasingly more confused about 
what I actually want to do when I get 
there. And yet, despite my own inner tur­
moil and chaotic mode of existence, I’m 
suddenly a source of order, explanation, 
and comfort for freshmen. It’s a disturbing 
paradox that someone ought to have 
warned me of. Instead, I was thrown into 
the practical implications of my new sta­
tion in life.
I was put on the other side of a scenario 
that I knew so well, a sudden shift that trig­
gered my positional vertigo. I used to be 
the girl who addressed dumb questions to 
friendly upperclassmen, but now I was the 
friendly upperclassman. Reeling with the 
shock of my discovery, I barely heard the 
freshman thank me and say goodbye as she 
got off of the bus because I was too busy 
wondering if I had ever sparked a near 
existential crisis in the muddled mind of a 
junior by asking some ridiculously benign 
question. Her inquiry, like any similar 
inquiry of mine in the not-so-distant past, 
was answered succinctly, tied up neatly, 
and the answer was stashed away for use in 
the future. I, however, was left with a score 
of bewildering and incoherent interroga­
tive fragments that may never find satis­
factory answers.
Dirty Books and Good Green Fun
by Athena Fokaidis ’09
Portfolio Staff
Creature of Habit
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Even weeds have health 
The standard hand 
yanks them 
The younger hand 
allows them
A woman sighs, 
looking downward, 
observing the vast 
lumps of growth 
She reaches for them, 
parts them from the dirt 
She remembers being 
without the line 
between good and bad 
She strokes a stem 
with her finger, 
like a child.
From a warm shoulder 
to a chalky profile 
It goes on longer 
She’s had enough.
It is well known, yet unspoken, in 
Niantic, CT, that if you are in need of a 
cheap book the Book Bam is the place to 
go. Lovers of the convenient and level­
headed nature that is recycling
ESSAY old books, the owners have 
cleverly placed several small 
tents and buildings on a com­
pound of sorts, not to be overshadowed, of 
course, by the big barn-like structure hov­
ering over its flock on a petite hill.
The concept goes so well with that “Go 
Green! ” kick that everybody has been on, 
and the loose and easy spirit of the people 
and area makes it hard to convince some­
one that there is not just a little trace of 
Ganga masterfully hidden within the pages 
of these already-loved books. There are 
residents of the town, not too mention all 
of those pesky summer inhabitants, who 
swear by this “quaint little place.”
I, on the other hand, see right through it. 
I can smell through it too. For, in this ide­
ological little playground for book hounds, 
there is a yard of billy goats. Actually, I am 
not even completely sure what species of 
graceful goat blesses this place with its 
presence. Surrounding this breeding 
ground for disease (and decently sized 
fruit flies) is some neatly trimmed grass. 
The dichotomy boggles the mind. Why are 
there goats here, and is the owner of these 
beasts aware that this town is far from a 
place Laura Ingalls Wilder would take a 
rosy-smelling poo?
What is more, there are several cats 
prowling the grounds and looking for 
somewhere to hide their elongated pellet
JOHN VAGHI ’ 10 / The Cowl
presents, probably in the folds of one of 
the books that you are so excitedly about to 
purchase due to its bargain price of just 
two dollars.
Years of dust particles have rallied 
together to orchestrate a permanent sit-in 
on the carpeted floors of the shanty-like 
buildings that the books call home. I will 
not pretend that I am smart, or that I keep 
up on the book of the week, but what kills 
me is the faux Boho air that looms over 
this place and its second location a few 
streets up the road. Little reminders and 
warnings printed on computer paper serve 
as the welcome to any entrance.
With every kitschy sign, there should 
also be an adjoining piece of paper read­
ing, “Sorry we haven’t cleaned in here, but 
we are cute, aren’t we?l” Upon having fin­
ished the last word, the reader would sub­
sequently be devoured by the fifteen foot 
dust chomper that has been freeloading for 
the past twenty years somewhere between 
Harlequin romances and the Hardy Boys’ 
butt cheeks.
Now, I love me some reusable things 
like books, but I still cannot get on board 
with the filth. In this new environmentally 
friendly mindset we are hopefully coming 
to adopt, be sure to separate your bottles 
and cans, but please make sure you take a 
nice Lysol shower along the way.
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Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, Then Walk Twenty More
by Kaly Thayer ’10
Portfolio Staff
She walked through the mall, looking 
around helplessly and critically at the shop 
windows, paying special attention to the 
mannequins attempting to portray female 
features. Vests seemed to be
in, as did this sort of high- 
waist pant and even higher- 
waist shirt. What was that
FICTION
called—an empire waist? It made her and 
most girls she knew look pregnant.
She walked through the mall, her jeans 
ragged and frayed at the hems, not from 
artful designer care but from the miles and 
miles and miles that she’d run and walked 
and danced them through. Her t-shirt had 
some holes in it, too. Little things where 
she’d gotten caught in a door or a spark 
had landed on her or someone had tugged 
on it just the wrong way. Her jewelry was 
tarnished and cheap-looking but it all 
meant something and her many scars all 
had stories that she’d gladly tell. Her hair 
was split-ended, artlessly disheveled, and 
had that just-out-of-prison look that no one 
wanted and never would.
She walked through the mall and was 
achingly aware of how everything from 
her clothing to her skin to her scared eyes 
screamed that she was poor. Poor in money 
and poor in shape, she considered the 
clothes in the windows as she went by and 
one-by-one she ticked off on her fingers: 
Can’t wear that, can’t wear that, can’t 
wear that...
She walked through the mall and con­
sidered. Why did the world want her to 
have a big chest and a big butt and a tiny 
waist and be six feet tall and walk like a 
woman and talk like a man and be naked in 
all the right places? Why, if they wanted 
this, didn’t they make clothes for her?
She walked through the mall and looked 
down. Her chest should have been fine. 
She twisted around and looked down her 
back. Her hips and her butt should have 
been fine. She looked forward at a man 
clearly taller than six feet and could look 
him straight in the eyes. Her height should 
have been fine.
Why then, did none of these shops have 
anything in them to fit her?
She walked through the mall and forced 
herself to hold her head higher. She looked
at the other women walking by. They had 
bags in their hands and pins in their per­
fectly disheveled just-got-out-of-bed look 
that appeared effortless, but clearly wasn’t. 
Everything about them spoke in eloquent­
ly pre-prepared poetry of how easily they 
did everything and how easy they them­
selves were. She tugged her unpunctured 
“Sweeper”
ears, where no gold or silver hung, and 
rubbed at her plain ring, with no stone in it. 
She rubbed her shoulder, where a no name­
brand purse hung, and scuffed her much­
loved and over-worn shoes, uncounted 
seasons out of style.
She walked through the mall and forced 
herself to walk faster, feeling eyes sliding
by Matt Longobardi ’10 
over her and judging. What’s wrong with 
me? Am I not everything you asked for?
She stopped.
She walked out of the mall.
She thought that if they wanted her, they 
could ask nicely, and not hold a hypocriti­
cal knife at her back while they did it.
She kept walking.
Bunker No. #00013
by Alex Donnelly III ’09
Portfolio Staff
It is deep underground.
All humans can earn access,
If they play the right deck.
I am its sentry.
But I do not guard its entrance,
I am ever-present in its corridors.
I scan its halls in silence.
I double check every box,
To ensure it is jamb-packed with collapsible dreams.
I skim waves of various decibels and shapes.
They pass through my palm-radio,
Which distinguishes quackery from growth.
These waves navigate the infrastructure’s air
And legend travels on the oxygen’s breath.
Each generation’s occupants feel it, understand it,
But can never explain it with their mind or mouth.
I am on the hunt.
I am the water and the hook,
When I plunge deeper into the alphabet. All are welcome!
Fiction and Poetry Contest 
Sponsored by The Alembic
All students are encouraged to submit a 
poem or work of short fiction to PC’s 
literary magazine, The Alembic.
Bring submissions to the English 
Department in Library 110.
Contest winners will recieve cash prizes 
$50 Best Poem
$50 Best Fiction Piece
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Four-One-Nine 
(Get in Line)
by Bobby Bretz ’12 
Portfolio Staff
When I stopped looking at the world 
Through the slits between the blinds, 
I opened then and drifted out 
To see what I could find.
I cast my gaze into the void 
Of the solemn starless night, 
And filled my lungs with apathy 
Beneath the buzzing wayside lights.
I saw the sorrow in their amber eyes, 
With every joyless glance, 
And it swirled itself a sordid sea 
In my surreal sonambulance.
So I sailed down this sullied Styx, 
By the scarlet lights and stains, 
And turned my tepid gaze upon 
My dim-lit window panes.
And looking back upon the scene, 
On concrete I did see
My own masticated countenance, 
Which glared back up at me.
And when the crimson-coated sheet 
Was placed upon my pallid face, 
My severed soul strolled down the ave 
To find some distant grace.
Portfolio accepts the poetry, prose, and 
artwork off any and all IP’C students?
You provide the creativity, we front the ink.
Email your contributions to
cowlportfolio@gmail.com
Dear Concerned,
Tiffany&Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable   
place, one letter at a time..
This Week...    
Don't let Earl Anywhere Near Nonna
This is the ques­
tion that I have been 
waiting years for. 
Week after week 
emotionally dis­
traught students of 
Providence College 
write in to this col­
umn and many more
read it, hoping to glean some tidbit of wis­
dom that might help them get by in this 
crazy world. Week after week I give heart­
felt advice. Sure, it sometimes may be 
harsh advice, but I’m only being honest 
because I care. That’s more than I can say 
for my colleague, who is currently sitting 
across the room from me laughing and 
throwing popcorn at some poor girl below 
our window who is in the process of being 
dumped by her boyfriend.
So no, Concerned, I don’t think you 
should heed his advice in this matter. Even 
if he could remove colon polyps with a 
putty knife, which I highly doubt since his 
nicotine addiction makes him start to 
twitch in the three minutes between each 
cigarette, he’d probably charge you an 
exorbitant fee to do so. He might teach you 
to do it yourself, but before you follow his 
instructions, let me tell you the story of a 
young man named Thom.
Thom wrote to us seeking help with his 
thumb-sucking problem. I offered him 
some practical advice and referred him to a 
Web site profiling celebrities with the 
same habit. Earl gave Thom some rather 
drastic advice involving fishing wire, lube, 
and a rubber mallet. I’ll spare the details, 
but let’s just say that Thom no longer has a 
thumb to suck.
In the end, it’s your call. You can trust 
that shady man with unflattering facial hair 
or you can try to rationally and compas­
sionately convince your grandmother to 
seek medical help.
Allow me once 
more to preface my 
advice with a story. 
Let me tell you all the 
riveting tale of how I 
invented the Prince 
Albert. In my youth I 
found myself back­
packing through the 
Amazon with the 
famous crypto zoolo­
gist, Harper Shick-
adance. I was commissioned after the doctor
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
As an emotionally unstable college student, I am an avid reader of 
your column. Scanning through last week’s edition, I was struck by 
Earl’s response to Annoyed Boyfriend, where he yearns to share his 
knowledge about scraping colon polyps away with a putty knife. I was 
rendered speechless by this crazy coincidence: My grandmother has 
had a particular problem with colon polyps for a while now! But since 
she is afraid of doctors, she hasn’t done anything about it. So I was 
wondering, just how do you scrape colon polyps away with a putty 
knife? Can you teach me or my grandmother? And, Tiffany, do you 
think that it is indeed advisable to heed Earl’s advice in this matter?
—A Concerned Granddaughter
admired my moxie during a brutal bar fight in 
Cayenne, French Guiana. I deliriously men­
tioned that I had been a guide the winter 
before so he immediately put me on the job.
At one point we had to wade through a 
dense riverbed north of the Mitchell Fault 
Line and all of a sudden Harper goes 
down. He looked to be sucked under. Of 
course I feared the worst; a croc or pira­
nha. He came back up a moment later and 
screamed something awful. We got out of 
the water finally, he dropped his pants and 
there, sliding up Harper’s narrow urethra, 
was the vermicious Candiru fish. These lit­
tle buggers have the tendency to deploy 
barbs once up far enough and proceed by 
taking various nutrients from the region. It 
is all very complicated.
So I pulled out a hypodermic needle, broke 
off the tip, placed a dab of peanut butter on 
the end and baited the bastard until it curled
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl @yahoo. com
its hooksocks in. Then when it was out far 
enough I burnt it with a cigarette. The good 
doctor turns to me and says, “Why Earl that 
felt bloody brilliant.” So he jabbed it up there 
once more and there it stayed until the doc­
tor’s death in 1973. We never did get our mitts 
on that Swampsqualch though.
The story with the putty knife is similar, 
except it happened in Israel, with Jim Henson 
and a disagreement on the set of Labyrinth (it 
started as assault but ended in diagnosis and 
unsterile surgery). I will say to you all again. 
Trust me; IT WORKS, and I don’t feel bad 
for your grandmother.
22 The Cowl Advertisement September 25, 2008
September 25, 2008 Roving Photographers The Cowl 23
If you could be a part of any T. V. 
family, which one would it be?
“The Winslows from Family Matters.”
Emma Goljan ’10, Matt Alcide ’10, Amanda Mathieu ’ll,
Leah Ghazal ’09
“The Pickles.”
Lizzie Rielly ’09 and Cara Mitchell ’09
“The Entourage family.”
Matt Carbone ’09
“The Step-by-Step family!!!”
Lindsay Sheehan ’ll, Ryan Ward ’09
“The Flinstones....Yabadabadooo! ”
Justin Ferrante ’10, Julie Smith ’10, Rob Heald ’09,
www.geociies.com
“Easily the Seavers.”
- Luke (Leonardo
DiCaprio)
www.tvcrazy.net
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Friars Fall to Connecticut in Overtime Contest
by Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor
Ranking meana a lot in sports and when 
you face the number four team in the coun­
try you know that it will be no easy con­
test. Although the Providence College 
Field Hockey Team fell to No. 4 
Connecticut in overtime on Friday, Sept. 
19, the Friars more than held their own.
“Even though we were disappointed 
with the result, it was still a hard fought 
game,” said head coach Diane Madl. “It 
proved we can play with the number four 
team in the country.”
Providence felt prepared going into the 
game, and was not intimidated by 
UConn’s top Division I rankings. The 
game started as an offensive battle, with 
both sides making a strong effort at get­
ting the ball in the cage.
In the 16th minute, UConn took the 
lead with an unassisted goal on a reverse 
chip from the left side of the cage. 
Providence would not allow the Huskies to 
stay in the lead for long, as they tied the 
game 1-1 at the 22:10 minute mark. 
Sophomore Julie Ruggieri was able to tip 
in a free hit taken by junior Adrienne 
Marois from the left side of the circle.
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Junior Adrienne Marois was instrumental the goal that tied the game for the 
Friars against Connecticut.
“Given our rival history with UConn, In the second half of play the two teams 
we wanted to go out with a bang and get a were each held scoreless. The Huskies 
goal early on,” said Ruggieri. out-shot the Friars in the second half,
but Providence defense proved to be 
strong enough, preventing numerous 
UConn opportunities.
“The great thing about our team is our 
persistence,” said Madl. “We are fighters.”
Both teams put forth a strong effort, but 
the ball failed to drop in either one’s favor, 
resulting in overtime.
“I feel that we definitely dominated in 
the second half,” said Ruggieri, “but we 
just didn’t get lucky.”
The winning goal of the game for the 
Huskies came during a penalty comer shot 
that was ripped past PC’s goalkeeper.
If all goes as expected for both teams, 
Uconn and Providence will likely meet 
again in the Big East Tournament.
“I think this game definitely strengthened 
us as a team,” said Ruggieri, “and next time 
we see them we will be out for revenge.”
The loss to UConn leaves the Friars 0-1 
in the Big East, but still very much alive 
for the league crown. The team’s next con­
ference showdown will be on Friday, Sept. 
26 against Syracuse; currently ranked 
number 2 in the country.
Last year, the Friars defeated Syracuse 
3-2, and they will seek to repeat as victors 
in this pivotal Big East matchup. Syracuse 
is presently 1-0 in conference play and has
Here’s to Your Health:
Fighting Addictions
Soccer: Now No. 20/22
by Casey Reutemann ’09 
Sports Staff
In honor of September being National 
Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery 
Month, I ask you: How many times have 
you rolled your eyes, sighed in frustration, 
or blatantly disregarded the 
HEALTH &  rhetorical parental inquiry
FITNESS "if so-and-so jumped off a
   bridge, would you?” I 
mean, please, if you’re 
mature enough to attend college, you cer­
tainly know not to partake in hazardous 
activities just to keep up with the crowd, 
right? Right. And in the rare event that you 
happened to make a less than responsible 
decision, you definitely would know better 
for next time. Scout’s honor.
Let’s face it, in four years of college the 
majority us of students will at one point or 
another take an occasional leap off the 
hypothetical bridge of which parents 
and/or mentors so fervently warn. It is a 
time for stepping outside of comfort 
zones, discovering likes and dislikes, and 
making the mistakes that you will laugh 
about for the rest of your life. 
Unfortunately, many choices made in col­
lege don’t seem like missteps until it’s too 
late to step back: until jumping is no 
longer a conscious decision.
The term addiction has come to include 
a wide spectrum of behaviors. While I’m 
sure you interpreted my spiel above as a 
reference to the decisions related to drugs 
and alcohol, this article is not merely a dis­
cussion of substance abuse. In this context, 
I am referring to addiction and the associ­
ated choices in the most universal form: a 
compulsion to consciously act, consume 
or feel in a way that compromises wellbe­
ing. Aside from the physical implications 
of drug/alcohol addictions, even seeming­
ly harm ess activities such as gambling, 
eating, shopping, working, and exercising 
can cross the line of enjoyment into the 
realm of dependence if they become 
excessive. (Okay, so maybe constantly 
perusing Facebook or daily trips to Dunk’s 
for a caffeine fix aren’t as harmful as a 
alcoholism, but taken to an extreme any­
thing can become addictive.)
Undoubtedly substance abuse is a detri­
mental, widespread and physically threat­
ening addiction. It involves a cumulative 
chemical alteration of the brain, leads to 
an inability to control the need for a 
drug/alcohol and becomes increasingly 
harder to treat even in the face of life 
threatening physical conditions (i.e. organ 
disease). How appropriate that the first 
“just-once-I-can-stop-whenever-I-want” 
exposures to harmful substances occur on 
or around college campuses. Whether it be 
genetics, mental illness, lack of confidence 
or sheer recklessness, some experimenting 
students grow up to be addicted adults.
Much like it becomes easier for us 
mature college intellectuals to ignore 
the drone of our parents’ bridge cliche, 
the body eventually becomes alarmingly 
efficient at distributing and metaboliz­
ing even the most harmful toxins. The 
result: it takes more “bad” to make us 
feel good. Therefore, tolerance, while 
referred to in jest as a measure of “cool­
ness” on a college campus, is actually 
the body’s way of flashing the red lights, 
slamming on the breaks and warning 
that addiction is looming.
Listed below are some psychological 
and physical indications of addiction in 
general. See how you rate. Ask your 
friends to test themselves (this may be the 
only situation where peer pressure is 
encouraged- take advantage).
Does your behavior keep you from 
fulfilling responsibilities at home, work 
or school?
Do you feel guilty after partaking in said 
activity/substance?
Do you find that you no longer take pleas­
ure in the things that you used to enjoy?
Do you have difficulty focusing on any­
thing other than the activity/ substance?
Are you experiencing financial prob­
lems as a result of participation in the 
activity/substance use?
Do you become irritated when you don’t 
participate in behavior/use substance?
When confronted, do you deny that you 
have a problem?
If your behavior elicits a “yes” to any 
of the above questions, consider reaching 
out to the resources available to you on 
campus. The PC Counseling Center, 
located in Bedford Hall, offers both indi­
vidual and group counseling to help stu­
dents cope with a myriad of issues, addic­
tive behaviors and emotional distur­
bances. There is also a full time psychol­
ogist who specializes in working with 
those struggling specifically with alcohol 
and substance abuse.
So, as National Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Recovery month comes to an 
end, take a minute to recognize the diffi­
culties faced by those gripped by addiction 
(regardless of what to). I hope you will 
appreciate the strength of those who have 
successfully overcome this disease. 
Finally, I urge you to think twice before 
you take your next “just-this-one-time” 
leap into what seems like shallow water. 
As scary as it may seem, you never know 
what you’ll find beneath the surface.
continued from back page
which they outplayed two quality Big East 
teams but walked away without a win.
In the first period of play against 
Cincinnati, the Bearcat defense generated 
five shots on the Providence goal, but 
Murray preserved the shutout.
Junior Tim Ritter led the team offensive­
ly with six shots, and Redding followed up 
with three, but none found their way into 
the Bearcat net.
The contest extended into two periods 
of overtime, and blazing shots by Maduro 
and freshman Chris Stoker could not seal 
the deal for the Friars. This marked the 
Friars’ third draw of the season.
Providence returns to play at Syracuse 
on Friday, Sept. 26 at 7:00 p.m.
September 25, 2008 Sports The Cowl 27
PCI
Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
PCI
..... . ... .. ..
:'n =15
friars 
A recap of the week 
in Providence sportsHas instant replay positively or negatively impacted 
Major League Baseball since it was instituted in August?
Some baseball “purists” would have you 
believe that the newly instituted instant 
replay somehow taints the purity of the 
game. This is utter nonsense. Thus far, 
instant replay has only been used three 
times since it was introduced on Aug. 28, 
and resulted in one reversal. These are not 
staggering numbers but overall the new 
rule has definitely aided baseball as a sport 
to become more accurate and just. Instant 
replay provides the umpires with a fail­
safe to make sure they make the correct 
and accurate call, which should be the 
overarching goal of any decent ump.
For the most part, players, fans, and 
owners must trust the judgment of the 
umpires on routine calls, but when it 
comes to fair and foul balls or the differ­
ence between a homerun and a double off 
the top of the wall, which is literally a mat­
ter of inches, it is in everyone’s best inter­
est, and the Major League Office’s respon­
sibility, to use the best technology to make 
sure the right call is made.
Now, as we near October and the play­
offs, it is more important than ever that 
each and every call be scrutinized and as 
accurate as possible. There will undoubt­
edly still be “blown calls,” perhaps even 
after using the replay, but every single fan 
feels cheated when a game or run is decid­
ed by an umpire’s “blown call,” and now 
thanks to instant replay that will happen 
substantially less often and perhaps take 
the human element, which is to say errors, 
out of play-calling.
After years of debate, a 25-5 vote by 
team owners in favor of using instant 
replay in Major League Baseball paved 
the way for its implementation on Aug. 
28. Not only was this step necessary for 
helping the game of baseball, it was long 
overdue. Commissioner Bud Selig, who 
vehemently opposed using replay, finally 
caved and MLB’s new experiment passed 
its first test on Sept. 3 when an Alex 
Rodriguez home run at Tropicana Field in 
Tampa was upheld. Sadly, thanks to 
Selig’s resistance, Major League Baseball 
is the last of the four major North 
American sports leagues to incorporate 
replay. Better late than never.
Two major criticisms of instant replay in 
baseball were that it would lengthen an 
already lengthy game while also breaking 
with tradition by taking power away from 
the umpires. If evidence is needed as to the 
success of replay in sports look no further 
then the NFL which has employed the sys­
tem since 1999. To say NFL referees feel 
inferior because they occasionally consult 
a TV monitor to decipher difficult calls is 
ludicrous. In fact, replay has made sports 
officials more effective across the board by 
reducing the number of controversial and 
inaccurate calls they make.
So far there has been no indication that 
the abovementioned will be direct conse­
quences of using instant replay in MLB 
ballparks. In fact, replay scored a victory 
on Friday as Tampa Bay’s Carlos Pena was 
correctly awarded a home run following an 
overturned fan interference call. It was the 
first reversal in replay’s brief stint in base­
ball, and it certainly won’t be the last.
MLB’s decision to utilize instant replay 
was brought upon by an uncharacteristic 
week of questionable home run calls. 
Baseball’s “knee-jerk” reaction to imple­
ment instant replay is like opening 
Pandora’s Box. Nobody is ever going to be 
satisfied with the guidelines of instant 
replay. Bud Selig’s intentions were in the 
right place when he wanted to make dis­
puted home runs and fan interference 
reviewable. Unfortunately, some will 
argue that plays on the base path or ques­
tionable catches should be subject to 
review too. I’m certain the San Diego 
Padres would have liked to challenge the 
play at the plate in last year’s Wild Card 
Playoff. Then the umpires would have 
realized Matt Holliday wasn’t safe at home 
since he never touched the plate. The use 
of instant replay sends baseball down a 
slippery slope. Is the system going to 
change where managers are allotted a cer­
tain amount of challenges a game? Just 
imagine Lou Pinella throwing out the “red 
bat” because he’s upset with the call.
What has kept baseball unique from 
other professional leagues is the absence 
of computer technology. The emphasis on 
human decision making has kept the game 
pure. Umpires make split-second decisions 
based on what they see. Looking at a 
replay has always been forbidden. Imagine 
if MLB had decided to institute instant 
replay years ago. We’d be living in a world 
without the folklore of Jeffery Mayer or 
Steve Bartman. These legends exist 
because they were forged within a realm of 
sports untouched by a digital age.
Volleyball Team Earns Win in Friar 
Tourney, Defeats Manhattan
The Providence College Women’s 
Volleyball Team earned a .500 record 
last week after winning one match and 
dropping two in the annual Friar 
Tournament on Friday and Saturday, 
Sept. 19-20. They followed up with a 
win over Manhattan College with a 
score of 3-1 on Wednesday, Sept. 24.
By beating Manhattan, the Friars 
evened their record to 8-8 on the sea­
son. Senior Sara Sheehan notched 32 
assists and 12 digs, and now stands in 
second place on the Friars’ all-time 
assists list at 2,806 in her career.
Sheehan’s performance was com­
plemented by that of senior Jeanette 
Toney, whose 15 kills and 10 digs 
moved her into second on the team in 
kills and fourth in digs.
Though the Friars were defeated by 
Sacred Heart University and UTEP in 
the Friar Tournament in close contests, 
they beat Coppin State in a decisive 3- 
0 victory.
On offense, senior Elizabeth Flynn 
had 14 kills and a .440 hitting percent­
age, while senior Kelly Krahenbul led 
the defense with 13 digs and two serv­
ice aces.
The Friars return to action against 
Farleigh Dickinson on Wednesday, 
Oct. 1, where they will look to move 
above .500.
- John Butler 'll
Chris Mammen ’ll
For up-to-the-minute news on the Friars, visit www.TheCowl.com.
Cross Country Prepares for South Bend
by Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor
Head Coach Ray Treacy is all about 
opportunities. With a bigger roster on 
board this year, Treacy is aiming to give all 
runners an opportunity to compete at vari­
ous races throughout the 
CROSS 2008 Cross Country season. 
COUNTRY “This way everybody gets 
a chance to race,” said 
Treacy, “and an opportunity to make the 
Big East team.”
On Saturday, Sept. 20, a group of Friars 
traveled to Van Cortland Park in the 
Bronx, New York to compete at the Iona 
Meet of Champions. The Providence 
men’s team placed 15th overall and the 
women’s team placed 13th overall.
The men’s squad was led by freshman 
Matt Terry, who placed 67th in the gruel­
ing 8000 meter course in a time of 26:04. 
The race was composed of nearly 3000 
competitors. Also leading the pack for the 
Friars was sophomore Stephen Hankinson, 
who placed 81st. Sophomore Nicholas 
Barao and senior Ben Saviet, also demon­
strated a solid performance. Barao finished 
119th and Saviet came in at 129th. 
Freshman Zacharay Hoagland rounded off 
the Friar effort with a 221st place finish in 
a time of 28:27.
On the women’s side, the team was led 
by sophomore Emma Perron who placed 
33rd. Perron finished the difficult 6000 
meter course in a time of 23:10. The other 
scorers for the lady Friars included junior 
Arnie Schumacher who placed 80th and 
senior Katherine Schock who finished in 
92nd place. Freshman Sara Graney and 
junior Samantha Stadt both crossed the 
finish line seconds later, capturing 95th
- Anthony Valentino ’09
COURTESY OF NICK BARAO ’ 11
Sophomore Emma Perron finished first for Providence and 33rd overall in the 
Iona Meet of Champions at Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.
place and 105th place, respectively.
Looking ahead, the Friars are gearing up 
for the Notre Dame Invitational which will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 3.
“It is our first big test of the season,” 
said Treacy. “This race is fabulously com­
petitive and you cannot find another meet 
like it in the country.”
At Notre Dame, the Friars will be look­
ing to prove that they are one of the top 
teams in the country. On the women’s 
side there are only six Division I teams
- Chris Crawford '10
ranked ahead of them and only four on the 
men’s side.
Treacy hopes that the Notre Dame meet 
will be another opportunity to increase 
their standings in the national polls.
“Right now our main priority is to 
have good training sessions and stay 
healthy throughout the month of 
October,” said Treacy.
If all goes as planned, both the men and 
women should be contenders for the Big 
East title by the end of October.
Holt: Support 
Pats in Good 
and Bad
continued from back page
Sometimes it is okay to display some 
tough love out of frustration, just as long 
as things are kept in perspective. That was 
absent this weekend in Gillette Stadium.
Could they have played better Sunday? 
Yes. Should they have played better 
Sunday? Certainly. Should their fans have 
booed them? No.
Not only that, but a majority of Pats fans 
left the game well before time expired. 
Fans should never leave a game early. 
They should see it through and ride out the 
storm with their team. True fans support 
the team in good times and in bad. This 
team has certainly given these fans plenty 
of good times this decade.
Patriots fans should know by now that 
this will be a different season. 16-0 is off 
the table, and a 10-6, 9-7 season should be 
considered an accomplishment. There is 
no Tom Brady—the offense is human once 
again. This will be a team that uses the run 
more often and the pass as more of a sup­
plement—especially if Matt Cassell 
remains at QB. Defense will have to be 
this team’s strength.
It just wasn’t there on Sunday. Fans 
should allow them time to right the ship; 
they have earned at least one free pass. 
If such play continues, then it can be 
readdressed.
Until then, Pats fans should relax and let 
the team play, and Pats players should do 
just that. Instead of complaining about fan 
conduct, do something on the field to 
change it.
Tune in to hear Ryan Holt live on 
Providence College Radio WDOM 91.3 
FM Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. Contact Ryan 
at rholt@providence.edu.
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Providence Rebounds in Victory over UMass
WOMEN’S
SOCCER
in an evenly-
by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor
After experiencing a slight bump in 
the road, the Providence College 
Women’s Soccer Team seems to be back 
on track. The Friars suffered only their 
second loss of the season 
Friday, Sept. 19, against 
UConn 
matched battle, but recov­
ered to beat non-confer- 
ence foe UMass on Sunday, Sept. 21.
The Friars capitalized on their home 
field advantage Sunday after playing on 
the road against UConn. The Providence 
offense notched 11 shots on the 
Minuteman goal in the first period 
alone, three of which belonged to Friars 
junior Jill Camburn. Camburn drove to 
the goal, but was met by Minuteman 
goalkeeper Lauren Luckey. Not willing 
to concede victory, Camburn fought to 
regain possession and did so clear of 
Luckey, which gave her a chance for an 
unassisted goal.
Camburn leads Providence with seven 
shots on the opponent goal this season, and 
is tied for second on the team in goals 
scored with two, behind junior Tara 
Ricciardi and freshman Courtney Collins, 
who each have three.
Cambum’s goal was the game winner, 
but the Friars spent the remainder of the 
contest looking to add insurance. Nine dif­
ferent Friars registered shots on the UMass 
goal for a total of 17 on the day. 
Providence outshot UMass 17-7.
Sophomore goalkeeper Jill Schott made
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Junior Jill Camburn scored the Friars’ only goal in their 1-0 victory over UMass 
on Sunday, Sept. 21. The game winner was Camburn’s second this season.
four saves en route to earning her third 
shutout of the season. Schott’s play has 
added a solid sheet of iron to an already 
potent Friar defense, which defended 
against seven UMass corner kicks and 
12 UConn cornerkicks last week alone.
Not one of those corner kicks was con­
verted to a score.
The Friars prevailed over the 
Minutemen 1-0 and in doing 
so improved to 5-2-0 (0-1 Big East). The 
first conference loss for the Friars came 
against the Huskies in Storrs, Conn., but 
the 1-0 box score does not do justice to the 
intensity evident in each Providence Friar 
as the clock wound down and it became 
evident that their first Big East win was not 
in the cards as of yet.
Certainly, the opportunities were there, 
and Providence dominated much of the 
first period by penetrating into Husky terri­
tory. In the ninth minute, Cambum set up 
Collins with a pass in good position, but 
Collins’ shot was high and missed the 
Husky goal. Not long after that, Collins 
rocketed a pass to Ricciardi, but she was 
also unable to find the space between the 
poles. Sophomore Kylie Ricker nearly 
deflected a pass from junior Caitlin 
Hostetler into the Husky goal, but the 
deflection could not escape the recovery of 
UConn goalkeeper Stephanie Labbe.
Schott kept the Huskies at bay for the entire 
first period, and made some stellar saves in 
the second for a total of 10 on the day.
As the second period neared its conclu­
sion and the contest remained stalemated, 
the Friars pushed deeper into Husky terri­
tory and nearly took the lead off of slight­
ly wide shots by sophomore Kate 
DelCiampo and freshman Taylor Bartini.
The Huskies got on the board in the 86th 
minute when Schott was unable to get in 
front of a tough shot, which proved to be 
the game winner for UConn.
The Friars return to their conference slate 
on Thursday, Sept. 25 against Marqette at 
Glay Field They will then hit the road for a 
five game road trip that will surely demon­
strate thE determination and commitment 
which have sustained them thus far.
Tough Times for Pats Friars’ Unbeaten Streak Snapped
Fans and Players
by Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff
Instead of criticizing fans for 
booing his team, Patriots CB Ellis 
Hobbs should examine the rea­
sons for the criticisms. Fans 
OPINION
berated the Pats 
with boos Sunday 
after an embarrass­
ing 38-13 loss at 
home to the lowly Miami 
Dolphins.
In case anyone missed it, 
Hobbs is quoted as saying, “You 
would think this organization 
hasn’t won as much as they have, 
and been as successful in the
years that they have. It’s a testa­
ment to how spoiled they are, 
where expectations are that high, 
that we’re not allowed a bad 
game or something like that.”
The funny thing is that most of 
the “boos” were not directed to 
Hobbs. He was one of the few 
Patriots who had a good game on 
Sunday. \
Hobbs is a professional ath­
lete—he is paitj (very well, by the 
way) to play a game. He plays 
this game in front of tens of thou­
sands every week, with millions 
more watching on TV. He has 
never complained about the 
cheers he gets every week, but 
the one week he hears the boos, 
he starts to talk.
Whether booing is justified or 
not, it is not appropriate for a 
player to express such frustration 
and name-calling in the direction 
of the fans. The player must be 
the “bigger” person here; he is, 
after all, the paid professional.
This is true of so many profes­
sional athletes today. Often pam­
pered and spoiled, these men are 
almost never given any criticism. 
When they experience it, general­
ly in the form of booing, they do 
not know how to react. Some 
crumble under the pressure, oth­
ers shake it off, and some, like 
Hobbs, lash out at the fans.
Hobbs is a bit out of line here. 
These fans pay large sums of 
money for the privilege of watch­
ing him play. He is being paid to 
be there. These fans have the 
right to boo. Criticizing them for 
doing so is arrogant, childish, and 
just not effective. Calling them 
spoiled is worse. Not only does it 
make Hobbs seem thin-skinned, 
but it also attacks the fans, which 
just may result in more booing.
Memo to Hobbs: fans are fick­
le, get used to it. I know you will 
not be complaining when you 
hear the cheers.
Patriots fans are not immune to 
criticism either. As out of line 
Flobbs was in his comments, they 
were even worse than your 
actions Sunday afternoon. 
Though they looked terrible that 
day, an educated observer can 
appreciate the generally outstand­
ing play of this team. 21 straight 
wins, a perfect regular season last 
year, and three Super Bowl wins 
in the past seven years is a great 
run by any standards.
Its not that the Pats had a bad 
game, it was more than that. They 
looked, at times, lethargic, out 
played, and overmatched by an 
inferior team. The Patriots, who 
were 12-point favorites, certainly 
did not play that way.
It is not always wrong for fans 
to boo their own team.
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by John Butler ’ll 
Sports Editor
It took eight games for it to be 
proven, but the Providence 
College Men’s Soccer Team is 
now known to be mortal. The 
Friars were beaten 
Sunday, Sept. 21, 
  MAN.’S by the Louisville 
SOCCER Cardinals 1-0 in an 
intense game that 
was highly contested even as the 
clock ran out. The loss snapped a 
six game unbeaten streak for 
Providence, the longest streak for 
the Friars since 2005 when they 
began the season 4-0-5.
The loss came two days after 
the Friars tied the Cincinnati 
Bearcats 0-0. Now at 1-1-1 in Big 
East play, the Friars have a firm 
basis to build from as their con­
ference slate continues.
Based on last week’s results, 
the Friars slipped slightly in the 
polls to No. 20 in the Soccer 
America Poll and No. 22 in the 
National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America. Yet, their 
level of competition is well repre­
sented on the national scene, as 
six other Big East squads are 
ranked, as well.
In the highly physical and fast- 
paced Louisville contest, the 
Cardinals got on the board early 
when they scored a goal from 
three yards out in the eighth 
minute. This marked only the 
second goal that the Friars have 
allowed in the 2008 season, a sta­
tistic which speaks to their defen­
sive ability.
Indeed, junior goaltender Tim 
Murray has continued his 
stonewall play from the 2007 
campaign. Murray earned a 
shutout against Cincinnati and 
eight saves altogether last week 
in Providence’s two contests.
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Junior Tim Murray has been a strong force in goal for the Friars 
all season, and registered eight saves last week against Cincinnati 
and Louisville.
As the period continued, the 
pace of play quickened, and each 
squad earned some scoring 
opportunities. The Friars were 
unable to convert for a score, and 
the smash mouth play of senior 
Ryan Maduro kept the Cardinals 
from penetrating into Friar terri­
tory.
Maduro leads the team with 16 
points and five goals scored. His 
intensity spread like wildfire so 
that the whole of the Friar squad 
kept the Cardinals tamed for the 
remainder of the period.
Providence outshot Louisville 
10-5 in the first period and 16-13 
by . the game’s end. But despite 
the Friar push in the second half 
led by sophomore Alex Redding, 
the Friars were unable to place a 
shot between the poles.
Six of the Friars’ ten comer 
kicks were generated in the sec­
ond period and many came close 
to resulting in an evened score. 
Redding teamed up with fresh­
man Daniel Fabian to force the 
Cardinals out of bounds with 
6:44 remaining in the second 
period. Freshman John Raley sent 
the ball towards the goal on the 
comerkick, but the play was ruled 
dead on a handball before the 
Friars could try for the score.
The Friars lost after an intense 
effort in the final minutes, and 
capped off a frustrating week in
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